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AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


OUR WORK AND OUR PRINCIPLES. 


Tur second article of our Constitution defines the Work to which the organiza- 
tion is pledged :—* The single object of this Union shall be to diffuse the knowl- 
edge of the religion of Jesus Christ, by means of missions, throughout the 
world.” 

The statement, as it respects the field of operations, is comprehensive. It is 
restricted to no portion of the globe; it covers the broad area of the earth’s sur- 
face, land and water, To the dwellers on every continent and island, to “ the 


abundance of the sea,” to the whole race of Adam now living and hereafter to 
be born, the Union may send the teachers of the great salvation. That it does 
. not every where institute missions may be attributable, partly to want of ability, 
and partly to self-imposed limitations suggested by wisdom and courtesy ; for, as 
; a single division of the Christian laborers, we can be held responsible for only a 
| } fair proportion of the service; and, as it is wise to enter first the most needy 
i ficlds, so it is both wise and courteous not to intrude upon territory that is already 
: occupied by other evangelical Christians. But the “ object” is coéxtensive with 
that of the Great Commission—* all the world..... every creature.” Our 


work has reference to the entire breadth of humanity, and will not be finished 
till there shall be no more human beings needing information of the way of life 
by Jesus Christ. For the conversion of none is the Union responsible; but it 
avows as its aim the conveyance to all of that “Law of the Lord” which ‘ 
perfect, converting the soul.” It may not be able to do the whole that nec 
be done ; but it stands pledged before heaven and earth to do its utmost, 
proximate as nearly as possible to the accomplishment of the purpose. On this 
point there can be no difference of interpretation, and no differing views of a 
responsibility voluntarily assumed and publicly recognized. 

But our work, as indicated by the terms of the defining article, has its limi- 
; tations, We declare what is our “ stnaLe object,” and to this, as a society, we 


restrict ourselves. While we promise to do a certain thing, we also promise, as 
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a corporate body, to do nothing else. We agree in concert “ to diffuse the knowl- 
edge of the religion of Jesus Christ .... . throughout the world ;” and, as what 
is not included in an agreement, is excluded, we are virtually pledged to do no- 
thing more. The Union cannot engage in any other work, or have any other end. 
Another society may do other things; but this has a “ single object,” comprehen- 
sive enough for all its present efforts, and a thousand-fold more, and yet so re- 
stricted as to shut out much that philanthropy may think desirable. This work 
the Union proposes to do “ by means of missions ; ” that is, by the sending and 
the supporting of approved missionaries, who shall, as the servants of Jesus Christ, 
diffuse the knowledge of his religion. This, by necessary construction, includes 
the supply of such means as may be requisite to enable the laborers best to ac- 
complish the service which, in our behalf, they undertake. All we may do for 
them must be exclusively to facilitate and render as effective as possible their true 
missionary work, 

Thus we engage among ourselves ; and when the body shall add any thing to 
its “ single object,” or shall do aught else than “ diffuse the knowledge of the re- 
ligion of Jesus Christ,” or shall seek to accomplish its end in any other way than 
‘by means of missions,” then any and every member dissenting from the changes 
is absolved from obligation to codperate with the Union; the bond is broken, and 
possibly rights are infringed. The agreement is to do a certain thing in a cer- 
tain way, and the body can do only that thing in that way. When the agree- 
ment shall be violated in a single instance, it will be no longer binding. But so 
long as the contract is maintained inviolate, and “the single object” is faith- 
fully kept in view, all the constituent members are bound to codperate in efforts 
for the attainment of the common end. The Constitution holds all who accept 
membership under it to the united prosecution of the work to which it pledges 
the organization. When that instrument shall be violated by the body, in any of 
its provisions, none are longer bound by it but such as consent to overlook the 
violation. 

This, too, we engage to the States, Pennsylvania and Massachusetts, from 
whose legislatures we hold our acts of incorporation, Both charters recognize 
the second article of our Constitution as fundamental, and the other articles as 
merely prescribing the way in which “the single object” shall be pursued, 
Should the Union deviate from any of the specifications in the second article, 
the result, we presume, would be the forfeiture of both charters, and a conse- 
quent loss of the legal powers and rights with which they invest the organization, 

Thus much we have thought it proper to say respecting ovr work as defined 
by human documents. Every thing is so explicit as to admit of no private, no 
double interpretation. We acknowledge, in plain terms, our intention to perform 
a certain service in a particular form; and, while the service and the form 
have ample breadth, they have their limitations, definitively, and we think wisely, 
indicated. Enough is allowed; more would jeopard the efficiency of the Insti- 
tution. We undertake what neither we nor our children will see fully accom- 
plished ; but we trespass upon the rights of none; we attempt nothing which 
others can do better than ourselves. 

All will probably agree that the work of the American Baptist Missionary 
Union is neither more nor less than appropriate Christian work. Whatever dif- 
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ference of opinion there may be as to the suitableness or the desirableness of a 
general organization as the agency, and however many may question the fitness 
of this particular corporation for the best accomplishment of “ the single object ” 
to which it limits itself, none, we think, will deny that its professed aims and 
means are strictly Christian. It proposes to do a work which Christ has com- 
manded to be done, and which every considerate disciple regards as matter of 
obligation. It embraces the whole field which Christ requires to be visited by 
the messengers of his grace. It provides for the use of just those means which 
Christ appointed for the world’s evangelization. But it is not apparent that 
Christ requires the existence and agency of just such organizations as those by 
which Christians, of the various evangelical sects, are now conducting the work 
of missions, They may be wise arrangements, and they may not. Here 
good men may differ, and their differences make a large demand for charity and 
forbearance and mutual concession, But in regard to the work itself, its nature, 
its extent, and its imperative necessity, good men certainly cannot disagree. A 
careful review of the New Testament with reference to this point, will lead, we 
are sure, to but one conclusion. The teachings of the Saviour, and both the 
teachings and labors of the inspired Apostles, make it plain that “ the single ob- 
ject ” of our Missionary Union includes the principal service to which the fol- 
lowers of Christ are appointed. In addition to the care of their own souls and 
a sedulous attention to all those duties which pertain to social life, what is more 
fully enjoined or made more imperative than the diffusion of gospel truth 
throughout the world? As we understand the requirements of Him whom we 
call Master, and the activities of those who were under his special direction, this 
is preéminently the work of his redeemed people. 

We remember when the Baptists on this continent had no Foreign Mission and 
were thinking of none. And we remember how God, in an extraordinary man- 
ner, summoned our attention to the wants of the heathen world, and set thousands 
to praying and giving with reference to the salvation of the perishing. With every 
movement in every year, since the first startling appeals of Judson and Rice came 
across the seas, we have been familiar, and the history of American Baptist Mis- 
sions is photographed in detail upon tablets more enduring than metal. No lesson 
is more distinct among our convictions than this, that our enterprise originated with 
God, and that through us He has effectuated more than the most sanguine, as 
Baldwin, Staughton, Furman, Gano, Semple, Bolles, Mercer, Bennett, and others of 
precious memory, forty-five years ago anticipated. We have made some mis- 
takes; we have had some reverses ; we have been obliged to abandon some fields ; 
we have not done a tithe of what we might and should have done; but still God 
has greatly blessed our imperfect endeavors. We have devoted much time and 
talk to organizations, and constitutions, and relations, and policy, and other 
secondary matters, and expended much upon machinery, that belonged to the 
heathen ; but, notwithstanding our lack of wisdom, and our often misdirected 
zeal, God has given us great success, and rebuked us more by goodness than by 
severity. We have from the beginning had prophets of evil, whispering auguries 
of failure; but God has honored our efforts in at least three of our Missions, the 
Burman, the Cherokee, and the German, in a way to put to shame their doleful 
vaticinations, Can any century since the first show another mission so wonder- 
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ful in gathered fruits as the Karen? When, since the last of the Apostles fell 
asleep, have so many thousands, in so brief a period and in a single field, been 
converted to Christ ? 

We mention these facts, not that we would cater to a boastful spirit, but that 
we may honor Him who has bestowed this great grace upon the deeply unworthy. 
We have done comparatively little, and done it often in a very imperfect way, 
and we have every occasion for humility and self-abasement ; but the Divine 
blessing has been large and indicative of what might have been the results had 
we, in a warmer love and a stronger faith, put forth the full measure of our 
ability. And it may not here be impertinent to inquire if we duly appreciate 
our work, and feel the pressure of our responsibilities, God has given us select 
fields, productive fields, equalled in promise by none on earth. He has favored 
us with beginnings of the most encouraging character. Do we understand the 
bearings of his Providence and Grace with respect to our enterprise? Is it a 
grateful requital of his kindness so to limit our contributions, when He is giving 
such efficiency to worn and sinking laborers whom we have promised to support, 
but from whom we have withheld the means of useful activity? While we now 
write, as our missionaries in Burmah are gathering abundant sheaves for the 
heavenly garner, they are half supplied with needed resources by the liberality 
of English residents, and by generous remittances from English Christians in 
Bengal! We blush at the recital; we are painfully mortified ; and yet we bless 
God that He has raised up friends to do what we have culpably neglected, and 
thus shown his appreciation of the services of our brethren. He will have the 
work done, and, if we prove recreant to our trust, will put it into other hands 
that shall thrust in the sickle and gather to his glory the ripened harvest. We 
ought to count it a privilege to live in this age, and have before us such open 
doors of usefulness, What Christian people, under the whole heaven, have greater 
occasion for thankfulness and entire consecration? Who can do more for the 
diffusion of Christian truth? On whom rest weightier responsibilities? Who 
have stronger reasons for affectionate, Vigorous codperation ? 

Ours is a Christian work, an appointed work, a comprehensive work, a frater- 
nal work, a promising work, a pledged work, a protracted work. It is Christ's 
work, and therefore our work. 


Ovr Parinciries are few, simple, and easily understood. 

1. Tue Surremacy or Curist. This is primary and paramount. The New Testa- 
ment represents Him who was crucified for our sakes as the ‘* Head of all principality 
and power,”’ ** Head of the Body, which is the Church,’’ and ‘ Head over all things 
to the Church.’’ In our polity as a denomination we have uniformly recognized this 
fact. The Headship of Christ is with us a preéminently distinctive principle. We 
know not the people who, in theory, make it more prominent ; we know not the peo- 
ple who more fully conform to it in practice. We are accustomed, in every question 
relating to Christian service, to refer directly to the teachings and examples of the 
Saviour. The more nearly any persons approximate, in their belief and practice, to 
exact conformity to the standard furnished in the four Gospels, the more do we re- 
gard them as entitled, not only to our distinctive name, but also to that higher desig- 
nation, Curistian. If we accept with special deference the instructions and doings 
of the Apostles after the day of Pentecost, it is because they were inspired to speak 
and write and act. They were under the direction of the intelligent, governing Head, 
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and what they said and did in his service was but the development of his will. In 
his lessons, doctrinal and practical, we find the elements of all truth and duty ; in 
those of the Apostles, we find the seeds He planted in active germination. They add- 
ed nothing to what He furnished ; but, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, they 
evolved the rudimental truths and precepts which He gave to their custody. He de- 
legated to them none of his supremacy ; He employed them as agents to execute a 
continuous work, while Ile superintended the process and caused to be transmitted to 
us the results as his own, bearing the seal of his ownership. The Headship of Christ 
is throughout a New Testament idea. That others have so long ignored it is nothing 
tous. Christ is the One Lawgiver in the spiritual realm. Set as King in Zion, He de- 
clares the decree, and for us as his subjects there can be no other legislation. It is his 
exclusive prerogative to enact ; it is our business to receive the law from Him, and obey 
it with no addition, no deduction, no modification. LHe has set over us no interpreters 
of his laws. He has made them so simple and plain that their meaning is obvious. 
The differences in construction do not justify the inference that they are obscure or 
equivocal ; for these differences have arisen, not from the mass of common sense read- 
ers, but from the few who have assumed to be authorized interpreters—an office which 
the Master never created—a service which He never intrusted to one more than another. 
He intended his laws for our government, and made them, rather than human com- 
mentaries, authoritative. We are bound by what He says, and not by what any man 
or body of men declare that He says. We are held to a careful imitation of his ex- 
amples just as we find them described in the inspired record, and not as others repre- 
sent them. The interpretations of fallible men, however pious and learned, are not 
binding upon the conscience. Ilence, if a man comes with a system of divinity, or a 
code of Christian ethics, and would impose either upon us as the substance of inspired 
teaching, we simply inquire for his authority to interpret on our behalf. He may 
preach, and we respectfully hear ; he may write, and we considerately read ; but we 
hold ourselves at liberty to compare what he preaches or writes with the Divine Word, 
and to accept or reject according to our own interpretations. If he proves himself * a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed,’’ we may extend great deference to his quali- 
fications as an instructor ; but we cannot accept him as Christ’s viceroy, or in any 
sense as lord of our faith or our conduct. Our individual relation to the Saviour is 
personal and direct, without any submediator, and equally personal and direct is our 
individual responsibility. We ** call no man Master ;*? ‘‘ One is our Master, even 
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Christ.’ If we turn from Him, * to whom shall we go ? 


2. Tur Conpirion or Man as Lost. Taking the inspired Word as our source of 
information, we are assured of this truth, and in a manner that excludes all idea of 
corroboration, Looking abroad among mankind, we expect, in accordance with what 
Giod has explicitly taught us, to find all men deeply, fatally depraved. We believe in 
the unity of the human race, and know, upon Divine authority, that all are partici- 
pants and inheritors of the effects of the first apostacy. Wer netieve Gop; and in 
that faith which stands, not in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God, there are 
no degrees. Consequently, as we see the truth illustrated by facts, however numer- 
ous and strong, our conviction rests upon no broader or more reliable foundation. 
We credit what God says upon the basis of his veracity; we believe that man, uni- 
versally, is apostate from Him, wickedly alienated and justly condemned; and, 
though we have seen but a few of the millions, we are sure that by nature they are all 
the children of wrath as much as those whom we have seen. And we do not judge 
the many by the few specimens that have come under our observation; we judge the 
whole in accordance with the testimony of Him who knows, and who never speaks 
falsely. We go not to the heathen with the gospel because we have learned from hu- 
man witnesses that they are very degraded and corrupt; but because God has in- 
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formed us of their debasement and their wretched prospects for eternity, and because 
our Master has bidden us go “‘ and preach the gospel to every creature.’’ The facts ever 
coming to our knowledge of their ignorance, superstition, and misery, have an influ- 
ence upon our feelings, stimulating our pity and exciting our benevolence; but our 
PRINCIPLE is not the product of these facts ; it has its origin, not in personal observa- 
tion or in human testimony, but in “ the faith of the operation of God.’’ We believe, 
and therefore feel, and speak, and act. Man is everywhere guilty of infraétions of 
the Divine law, everywhere depraved in his affections, everywhere under condemna- 
tion. Such is his character that his prospect for the infinite future is dismal beyond 
the power of man to describe. The Bible gives us but one view of his case, and, 
apart from the free, unmerited grace of God, authorizes no hope for a single soul. It 
is a mournful truth ; but so the Word of God teaches, and upon that truth we plant 
ourselves as a fundamental principle. 


3. Tue Divine Provision ror Man’s Satvation. We regard the gospel as the 
only remedy for the damage which sin has done to the human seul. ‘It is a remedy, 
exactly and fully suited to the nature of the case, and, as applied by the Holy Spirit, 
completely efficacious. It includes the two parts of the needed provision—the legal 
and the moral ;—an atonement which so satisfies the claims of justice that God can 
consistently save whom He will ; and the influence of the Holy Spirit to renew the 
heart, working in it genuine love, repentance and faith. There is provision for the 
cancelling of guilt, and for the removal of depravity. The work of Christ and 
the work of the Holy Spirit, connected and coperative, save the soul. By no other 
agencies can man be redeemed or regenerated. This provision is abundant, and is 
dispensed by God according to his sovereign pleasure, Man may commend it to his 
fellow man, but in no case can he insure its acceptance. 


4. Tur Duty or Curistians To tue GosreL To Manxinp. We might infer 
the duty from the unchangeable law of humanity :—* Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself.’ This requires of us, that so far as we value the gospel for our own ben- 
efit, we should value it for others, and do what we can to make them partakers of the 
same benefit. Every human being who may need any good that we are able to confer 
is our neighbor. If we love him as we love ourselves, we shall confer upon him, ac- 
cording to our ability, that good, doing our utmost to make him as happy as ourselves, 
His happiness will be sought by us equally with our own. And this is the spirit which the 
gospel generates in every renewed heart. Apart from this, no man has valid evidence 
that he is a Christian. Every one who loves God, loves his fellow men, and desires and 
labors for their spiritual welfare. Having himself been saved by the grace of God, as 
conveyed through the gospel, he is anxious to proclaim that gospel to others who need its 
gracious provisions for the same reasons that he needed them. We have no conception 
of Christian character where this clement is wanting. Love to every human being, and 
a burning desire for the salvation of all, are characteristic of the recent convert, and of 
the revived Christian, and are the manifestation and the measure of that piety which 
proves the soul to be in sympathy with Christ. What Christ was, he is according to 
his measure. Never can he say, ** Christ liveth in me,’’ unless he is doing what he can 
‘* to seek and to save the lost.’’ But, for this duty, we have a primary and special 
reason, not inferred but positive—the command of Him whose supremacy we acknowl- 
edge. He will have the work done, and will have his professed friends do it. He 
does not leave us to deduce the obligation from a general law, or make the service de- 
pendent upon an affection that is variable in its force; He has laid it upon us by 
special enactment; and will have us feel the constant pressure of the obligation 
growing out of our relation to Him as our Redeemer and Sovereign. Owing to the 
imperfection of our natures, at the best only partially sanctified, Ie saw that we should 
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need the application of this particular law, ever reminding us that the duty is not 
one of mere inference, but one of positive obligation, never to be reasoned away, nev- 
er, With impunity, to be evaded. The requirement is unequivocal, easily comprehen- 
sible. The service indicated is commanded by Him who has the right to command, 
and whose commands are never arbitrary. It is therefore to us a matter not only of 
moral but also of positive law, and our principle, on both grounds, is unreserved, 
cheerful obedience. For some positive statutes we do not see the reasons, and we obey 
implicitly because the services are commanded. Here we understand the reasons for 
the requirement, and we obey both because the duty is original on the basis of human 
brotherhood, and because it is commanded by Him whose Headship we have cordially 
accepted. Recognizing the common Fatherhood of God, we seek the good of all man- 
kind as we seck our own. Recognizing the supremacy of Christ, we serve Him in the 
way that Ile has specified. The general law and the particular law are in harmony ; 
they look to one grand result ; with reference to that result we yield obedience. Apart 
from a cordial, earnest obedience, we could neither regard ourselves as the children of 
God nor as the disciples of Jesus. Our duty is plain, and we could not neglect it if 
we would, we would not if we could. It is in harmony with our new nature ; it fur- 
nishes an outlet for our warmest desires, our most enlarged aspirations. It is our 
life-service ; we love it for the sake of our suffering, perishing race ; we love it for the 
sake of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost into whose great name we are 
baptized. 

5. Curtstian Codreration. The work of evangelizing a guilty, depraved world is 
committed by Christ to his disciples. The obligation is laid upon every individual 
conscience ; the service is required of every individual to the full extent of his ability. 
Christ has made every one of his redeemed a debtor to the whole impenitent world, 
and from that indebtedness there is no escape but by honest payment. We know not 
the power, short of the Supreme, that can grant any one a dispensation, exempt any 
one, from the application of the law, There is a responsibility pressing ‘upon every 
redeemed person to do his utmost for the execution of this trust. He may do his pro- 
portion of the work in one way or another just as he understands the expressed re- 
quirements of his Master or the indications of his Providence ; but he must do it, or 
fail in his practical allegiance and accept the consequences. The service is the preach- 
ing of the gospel to every creature ; nothing more, nothing less. Many things may 
be requisite to the full accomplishment of such a service, and they of course are in- 
cluded in the command. The means necessary to the end must be as conscientiously 
provided as the ultimate issue must be conscientiously sought. The aggregation of 
numbers into churches at the first for the accomplishment of Christian purposes would 
seem to indicate the will of the Master that his disciples should codperate in the great 
enterprise which He assigned to them. Ile commanded the service anterior to the 
formation of churches; but by forming them He seemed plainly to say to his followers 
that such were the nature and the extent of the service as to require union of coun- 
sels, contributions, and efforts. Some could go; the many could send. Some could 
do the preaching ; 


¢; others could meet the necessary expenses of their preaching excur- 
sions. No formal system was adopted; the machinery was the simplest possible. 
Love was at the foundation—love to Christ, to one another, to a perishing world ; and 
such was the strength of their love as to prompt to the doing of the work with earn- 
estness and efficiency. They could best do it in fraternal combination, and they cor- 
dially united. Their only organizations for Christian purposes were societies of be- 
lievers, called churches ; and though they were constructed of similar constituents, 
on similar principles, and for similar ends, it is not apparent that they were for- 
mally affiliated for any increase of power, or any better prosecution of their common 
service. We can never cease admiring the union of two facts in their remarkable 
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history—their simplicity of means, and their effectiveness of execution. They seem- 
ed to do little; they actually did much. Their movements, though eminently aggres- 
sive, were noiseless, and their paths were known, not by the dust they raised, but by 
the blessings which they scattered on either hand. We can account for the results of 
their simple endeavors upon no common principle of moral dynamics. Ina few weeks 
they filled Jerusalem with their doctrine, and were surrounded by a company of more 
than five thousand ; in a few years churches were multiplied in Palestine and Syria ; 
then they spread out into heathen districts, Asiatic, European and African, and a 
secular historian soon recorded, what none disputed, that they had * filled the world 
with their converts.”” The victims of the terrible persecutions during the second and 
third centuries were hundreds of thousands ; and yet they intermitted not their mis- 
sionary work, southward into the heart of Africa, westward to the Atlantic Ocean, 
northward to Britain and Scandinavia, eastward to Tartary and China. The ma- 
chinery employed with such projectile force is scarcely apparent. The truth is, Chris- 
tians recognized this as their one chief work, and in the doing of it they were affee- 
tionately united. And here is our principle, that what cannot be most effectively 
done by individual enterprise and effort, should be done in fraternal combination. In 
a work so extended and of such magnitude, ‘‘ two are better than one ;’’ and, by par- 
ity of reasoning, the larger the number united the better, provided they codperate har- 
moniously and with reference to their “‘ single object.’? The expense of one organiza- 
tion, doing a large business, is much less than the aggregate expense of a number of 
smaller societies, and its efficiency, by a natural law, is proportionately greater. So 
our fathers thought ; so our common sense teaches. But, whatever the organization, 
larger or smaller, it must have the confidence and the heart of the Christian people— 
the praying, contributing friends of missions ; it must emanate from them, be rooted 
in them, and draw from them its life ; it must be their preferred agency for the accom- 
plishment of their purposes. It must be merely an agency, as little complicated and 
cumbersome as possible, with no powers but just such as those who create and sustain 
it choose to confer. It should be in no sense a legislative, but wholly an executive, 
body ; in no respect superior to the churches, but in every respect subordinate, doing 
on behalf of its constituents a fiscal and supervisory work and directly responsible to 
them for fidelity to its few limited trusts. It should recognize in its fullest extent 
the parity of all the laborers, home and foreign, never trespassing by a hair's breadth 
on the rights of any, or arrogating to itself control that in the smallest measure can 
interfere with the subjection that is due exclusively to Christ. 


Thus we have stated, as clearly as we are able, the nature and extent of our 
work, and the PRINCIPLES upon which we prosecute the service. If the organiza- 
tion under which we are now laboring is not adjusted to these principles, and is 
not doing, or cannot be made to do, in the best way the proper work, then we cor- 
dially, earnestly say, for Christ’s sake, for the heathen’s sake, for the denomina- 
tion’s sake, let it be changed till it shall come into harmony with the will of Him 
whose we are and whom we serve. We care little for the mechanism of an 
agency ; we care much for the honor of our Master, for our fealty to Him, for 
the souls of the millions who need “the knowledge of the religion of Jesus 
Christ.” 

The work of the world’s evangelization is in our heart of hearts, and has been 
from the hour of our spiritual birth. In our first consecration at the foot of the 
cross, we pledged to it “ our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.” How- 
ever imperfectly that pledge has been redeemed, it has neyer been retracted; it 
has been a thousand times renewed. We have put our hands to it, and we sce 
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no reason for looking back. 


Siam. — Letter from Mr. Telford. 


It is accompanied by discouragements, annoyances, 
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perplexities; but no more than attend every enterprise which imperfect men un- 


dertake. 


It has before it a bright future. 
tive, and see the fulfilment of prophecy and promise. 


We look through the long perspec- 
The Messiah “shall not 


fail nor be discouraged till He have set judgment in the earth.” Why then should 
we falter or be disheartened? What is his work is our work. Come what may, 
we live for it, pray for it, labor for it, die for it. 


“Tn spite of rock and tempest roar, 
In spite of false lights on the shore, 
Sail on, nor fear to breast the sea!— 
Our hearts, our hopes are all with thee; 
Our hearts, our hopes, our prayers, our tears, 
Our faith triumphant o’er our fears, 


Are all with thee—are all with thee.” 


SIAM MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. TELFORD. 


Siamese Department—Annual Review— 
Tract Distribution—Printing. 


Religious services have been held on the 
Sabbath during the year. Since the open- 
ing of the new worship room (Aug. 29), 
they have been as follows: preaching at 
the new room at nine, and at half past ten, 
A. M., on the mission compound. Four 
Sabbaths out of seven, a service is held at 
Mr. Chandler’s at one, P.M. ; the remain- 
ing three Sabbaths at the same hour at 
the house of Mr. Smith. 

Early in the year, an extensive tour for 
tract distribution was made by Mr. Smith 
along the sea-coast. In this tour he vis- 
ited Bang Hia, Bang Plasoi, Bang Siam, 
and Petchaburi, preaching and distribu- 
ting tracts as he had opportunity. 

The demand for books is unabating. At 
present there is great call for them after 
Siamese service at the new tract-room. 
Mr. Smith still continues to converse and 
give books to those who call upon him. 
Daily morning and evening worship is held 
in Siamese. 

The four gospels have been printed and 
are in circulation; and the Acts are in 
press and willsoon be out. Here we shall 
be compelled to stop printing the Serip- 
tures, until more funds are appropriated 


for that purpose. 


Schools. 


Mrs. Smith has continued her school in 
much the same manner and with much 
the same prospects of success as during 
the previous year. Her pupils have been 
very regular, and have manifested consid- 
erable interest in their studies. The Scrip- 
tures are their prominent text book, and 
they are required to attend Sabbath wor- 
ship. On Saturday she meets her schol- 
ars to counsel and pray withthem. Mrs. 
Smith has issued a little Siamese monthly, 
for children, in which they seem much 
interested. Both this and her school are 
at private charges. 


Chinese Department—The late 
Mrs. Ashmore, 

The review of the past year in this de- 
partment is sad and disheartening. The 
year opened with two mission families and 
four native assistants ; it closed with but 
one mission family and one assistant ; and 
he, the most inefficient of the four. Mr. 
and Mrs. Ashmore left us on the 19th of 
January for Hongkong, hoping that the 
change might be beneficial to Mrs. Ash- 
more’s health; but her grave is in the 
ocean, where no monumental marble can 
mark her resting place, or speak her vir- 
tues to the passing stranger. But she 
needs no marble to perpetuate the memory 
of her excellencies ; they are written in 
the hearts of all who knew her, and what 
is far better, in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 


_ 
| 
| 
j 
| 


106 | Siam. — Letter from Mr. Telford. 


When she left us, we indulged a hope that 
she might be spared to reach her friends, 
and, having revived her wasted strength, 
that she might return to the work she so 
much loved ; but her Heavenly Father has 
taken her to Himself, and we cannot doubt 
that she is now enjoying the blissful pres- 
ence of Jesus in a mansion that is never 
invaded by sickness, sorrow or death. She 
has ceased from her labors and her ** works 
do follow her.” 

Up to the time Mr. Ashmore left us, he 
was fully oceupied in preaching and in- 
structing the assistants, for which his 
readiness in the language admirably fitted 
him. This department will long feel the 
need of his serviccs. The death of our 
two most useful assistants and the aban- 
donment of the work by the Siamo-Chi- 
nese (so favorably mentioned in our last 
two reports,) make his absence doubly 
felt. A wider door of usefulness appears 
to be opening for him in China proper. 
We bid him God speed, and crave God's 
richest blessings upon his labors. 

Mr. Telford reports but little progress 
in the language. His studies have been 
much interrupted ; but this loss will be 
compensated by the evident advantage of 
having a commodious worship and tract 
room ona thronged thoroughfare. Anoth- 
er building of the same class is contem- 
plated. When this is finished he hopes to 
be able to superintend services alternate- 
ly at each house, and at the same time 
pursue his studies to much better advan- 
tage than at any previous time. One of 
the buildings has been in use for the past 
month, and thus far exceeds our most san- 
guine expectations. 

The attendance ranges from 88 to 180, 
whereas, at our former place of worship 
the attendance (since the road was turned 
from it to suit the conyenience of the Brit- 
ish Consulate,) seldom reached thirty ; 
indeed it was rare that a single stranger 
was found in the audience. Preparations 
for the other building have been commenc- 
ed, and we hope to have it in use in a few 
months. These buildings are designed 
for wayside preaching and tract distribu- 


[April, 


cess to multitudes whom without them, 
(especially in our crippled condition,) we 
could never hope to reach. 

Mrs. Telford's English class of Portu- 
guese girls was discontinued about seven 
months since. The little Chinese class, 
composed of the children of church mem- 
bers, formerly under the care of Mrs. 
Ashmore, also the Sabbath morning class, 
Mrs. T. now takes charge of. Her plan 
with the Sabbath school class has been, to 
have select portions of the Scriptures writ- 
ten out, that the children may commit 
them during the week, to be recited as 
their Sabbath lesson. This is followed by 
questions and instruction, that faets may 
be fixed and impressions deepened. 


Native Assistants. 


We have already referred to the death 
of two of our assistants. Chek Suan 
died at the Bangchang out-station early in 
Ilis disease 
was of a character that prevented much 


April, aged fifty-seven years, 


conversation ; but so far as we can learn, 
he faithfully maintained his trust in Jesus 
to the last. 
to Bangkok and live with the missionaries, 


He wished his wife to return 


that their children might be instructed in 
the Christian religion, and expressed a 
particular desire that their oldest boy 
might become an assistant. 

Chek Suan had been in mission employ 
about ten years. His knowledge of the 
Scriptures was limited, but his zeal and 
constancy went far to compensate this de- 
ficiency. He was hy far the most ener- 
getic and faithful of our assistants. His 
loss, therefore, is deeply felt. 

Pe Mui, our most able assistant, died 
His dis- 
ease (of the lungs and throat,) was of 
long standing ; but thotgh very feeble he 


August 6, aged sixty-one years, 


preached with occasional interruptions up 
to the Sabbath prior to his death. His 
last discourse was from Eph. ii.9. We 
trust he is now enjoying the fellow-citizen- 
ship of the saints of which the apostle there 
speaks, As a counsellor and instructor 
of the church, his services were of great 
value, 


tion. We hope by these means to get ac- 


Pe Suoi is now our only assistant. He 
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is sixty-seven years old and in feeble 
health ; consequently he can do but little 
in going from house to house. Under 
such circumstances we are thankful that 
even his weakness can be turned to ac- 
count; as he can get hearers at almost 
any time by throwing open the doors of 
the worship room that has recently been 
completed. Here he can sit and instruct 
those who may choose to enter and listen 
to the words of life. 

Shortly after Mr. Ashmore left us, A 
Choi, the Siamo-Chinese (supported by 
private funds,) who gave high promise of 
usefulness to the church, abandoned labor- 
ing for souls for the sake of worldly gain. 
He has not cast away his profession, but 
we tremble for him and mourn over him 
as one who has blighted cherished hopes 
of usefulness ; yet we do not despair of 
him. 


Under a subsequent date Mr. Telford adds:— 


Yesterday I was walking in my study 
in sadness, that faithfulness required me 
to make such a report respecting A Choi, 
and that there was not another youth to 
take his place and raise the fallen stand- 
ard. Just then heentered. A few words 
told me that he was ill at ease. Since the 
Sabbath, he had been much troubled about 
the course he had taken. He felt that if 
he should succeed in becoming rich, when 
he should die, his condition might be like 
that of the rich man, who lifted up his 
eyes in hell, and saw the poor man Laza- 
rus reclining in Abraham's bosom. Ile 
seemed to feel deeply that he had done 
wrong in leaving the mission work for 
money. 

He said he wished to sell his rice-mill 
and quit the business ; and asked if God 
would be pleased, or would permit him to 
return to his former work. If he could 
not sell and lost everything, it was no mat- 
ter. Ile seemed fully decided to give him- 
self entirely to the work. Taking into 
consideration that he gives up a promis- 
ing business, and that he has had an offer 
of fifteen dollars per month to enter into 
the service of an American merchant, 
when he knows he will get but three dol- 


lars sixty cents in our employ, it is the 
best evidence we can have of his sincerity. 
This, with his evidently tender feelings, 
furnishes good evidence that the Holy Spir- 
it is striving with him; and we wait the 
issue with prayerful anxiety. We pray 
that God by his Holy Spirit may show 
him his error, and yet make him an hum- 
ble instrument for the conversion of many 
souls, 
Tour—State of the Church. 


Mr. Ashmore made a tour of eleven 
days to the sugar-mills on the Tachiu, 
where multitudes of Chinese are employ- 
ed. He continued the tour tothe Maklong 
river, and passed up about two days’ jour- 
ney to Photaram, a large Chinese settle- 
ment. Mr. Ashmore also visited Petch- 
aburi. During the year, Mr. Telford 
made a tour of thirteen days on the Ta- 
chiu and the Maklong rivers, visiting the 
most important points ; also a tour on the 
Bangplakong, visiting the Chinese settle- 
ments along its banks. A very profitable 
tour of eleven days was thus made. In 
this way the chief points where Chinese 
are congregated have been visited and 
books distributed. 

The statistics of the church are as fol- 
lows: baptized, 2; applicants for bap- 
tism, 2; died, 4. Present number, 35. 

None have been excluded, but some of 
the members have shown such a readiness 
to abandon their faith, whenever the re- 
quirements of the gospel run counter to 
their will, or conflict with their inter- 
ests, that we cannot restrain our fears that 
they know not the love of Christ. Most 
of the church seem to be in the sad state 
of the Laodiceans, ‘* neither cold nor hot.”’ 
We need a Pentecostal season to raise 
their standard of piety, and to fill them 
and us with holy zeal for Christ and the 
advancement of his kingdom. For this 
we pray. When will our eyes behold it? 

There are multitudes here who doubt- 
less have never heard of salvation through 
Jesus Christ ; but were all converted that 
have heard of the way of salvation, I doubt 
not but we should have an ingathering as 
great as has ever been in Burmah. We 
want men to instruct, exhort, preach and 
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pray ; but we need far more the all-power- 
ful agency of the Holy Spirit, which alone 
can melt these hard hearts to penitence, 
and turn them from the worship of dumb 
idols to worship the living God. 

** Weare cast down, but not destroyed.”’ 
We are weak, but God is our helper and 
will raise us up. Our prayer is, ‘* Help 
us, 0 God of our salvation, for the glory 
of thy name.” 


RANGOON MISSION. 
JOURNAL OF MR. STEVENS. 


Tour to Shway Loung. 

Rangoon, Nov. 30, 1858.—I have just 
returned from an excursion of eleven days 
to Shway Loung, a town of considerable 
importance in the Bassein district, where 
I had arranged to meet br. Douglass, to 
unite with him in labors for the people of 
that place and some others. 

I left this by boat on the 17h inst., 
taking with me Ko Shway A, a trust- 
worthy assistant, and touched at seven 
different places on our way thither, at all 
of which, excepting Pantanau, we preach- 
ed for a longer or shorter time, varying 
from one to three hours, and distributed 
books. 

At Wah-yong-gen, our first stopping 
place, a few people gathered round us in 
front of one house, and listened respect- 
fully about two hours, and received a few 
tracts ; but no one seemed specially inter- 
ested. Not so at Singoo, our next stage, 
where three young men seemed unusually 
inclined to hear, expressed their approba- 
tion of the doctrine, and solicited books 
with a promise to read them carefully. 

At Nyoung-zouk, also, where we stop- 
ped on shore about two hours, several of 
the older people seemed much interested, 
said they had not heard before the doc- 
trine of Christ, and commended it with 
apparent sincerity. I gave them tracts, 
which they promised to read attentively, 
and left them, feeling that there was much 
hope for them, and that it isa precious 
privilege to be allowed to bear to the eap- 
tives of Satan, the glad tidings of deliver- 


(April, 


ance through our blessed Redeemer. At 
Pah-lai, there was no apparent interest in 
our message. At Nyoung-dong, on the 
contrary, where the Panlang creek enters 
the Irrawadi, our reception was more 
gratifying. The furmer headman of the 
place, a man of much influence, received 
us with courtesy, took a tract and said 
he would read it, and on my return would 
frankly tell me what he thought of it. 
We spent but an hour on shore, gave away 
a few tracts on land, and others to some 
of the numerous boatmen stopping near 
us, and hastened on our way, hoping to 
spend a longer time there on our return. 
Nyoung-dong is a large and populous 
town, and with Huget-tong, on the oppo- 
site bank, offers peculiar facilities for 
evangelical effort. Very little labor has 
as yet been bestowed upon them, Alas! 
with so much to be done and so few la- 
borers, how can the people be evangel- 
ized ? 


Beautiful Fruits of Christianity. 


Proceeding down the Irrawadi, we next 
stopped for half an hour only, at Myin- 
ka-doung, a Karen village, where I had 
been requested to leave a letter. Here we 
were refreshed by meeting with Christians. 
We went to the house of a fine looking 
man, whom [ at once supposed to be the 
preacher ; but when I was informed to 
the contrary, I said he must be the dea- 
con. His whole bearing was that of a 
pillar, and his wife, with an overflowing 
weal, seemed a helper meet for him. His 
house too, was altogether in keeping, 
speaking of a generous heart, loving hos- 
pitality, and for commodiousness far sur- 
passing every Burman house [ had yet 
seen in Pegu. Near by, too, was a spa- 
cious zayat, with a home-made table fora 
pulpit, where the people of the village 
and the vicinity meet weekly to worship 
Him who made the earth and the heavens, 
to sing the praises of Christ the Redeem- 
er, and learn the blessed gospel of salva- 
tion. A modest young man was intro- 
duced to me as the preacher, who during 
the week labors with the rest, and on the 
Sabbath, endeavors to edify his brethren. 
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After a few words of exhortation, we clos- 
ed our interview with these Christians 
with singing and prayer, and hastened on 
our way to Pantanau, which we reached 
about midnight. Early next morning 
without going on shore, we renewed our 
journey towards Shway Loung, which 
with a favoring breeze we reached about 
half past three, P. M., on Saturday. 


Preaching—The great Bulwark of 
Buddhism. 


Immediately on reaching the shore, I 
landed, and, walking on the street front- 
ing the river, came upon an arrack and 
opium shop. Using this as an occasion 
of some remarks on the evils of intemper- 
ance, | soon drew around me a company, 
who, chiefly, no doubt, from curiosity, 
listened eagerly for three quarters of an 
hour to some of the fundamental truths 
of Christianity. I then distributed tracts, 
invited the people to the zayat where we 
purposed stopping on the next day, and 
returned to the boat, where to our great 
joy we saw br. Douglass in his boat ap- 
proaching from Bassein. 

Arrangements having been made for oc- 
cupying the zayat during our stay, we 
strolled along the street on the river bank 
in the beautiful moonlight, engaged some 
of the people in religious conversation, 


and, after inviting them to the zayat the 


next day, returned to our quarters. 
The next morning at an early hour, 
visitors began to come in, and were inces- 


sant throughout the day, keeping one of 


us constantly occupied, while the other 
spent a part of the day in the town, in 
company with Ko Shway A, the assist- 
ant. ‘lo awaken their thoughts and show 
them the end of our preaching, we some- 
times questioned them with regard to their 
belief, and the ground of their hopes for 
the future world. Sometimes we dwelt 
wholly on the peculiar doctrines of the 
gospel, and sometimes we read from the 
Scriptures and expatiated on the power 
and grace of our Redeemer ; and yet again 
we dwelt on the manifestations of God in 
the Old Testament, deeply convinced that 
the great bulwark which Satan has raised 
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against the gospel in Buddhism, is the 
false ideas of God, which he has so thor- 
oughly instilled into the minds of its vo- 
taries. Infinite wisdom, power and be- 
nevolence are indeed ascribed to Him ; but 
He is not ever living, He is not the Crea- 
tor, nor Preserver, nor Ruler, nor Judge 
of men ; and hence the difficulty of rous- 
ing their consciences, and showing them 
the possibility of forgiveness and the cer- 
tainty of the blessings promised in the 
gospel. Hence the remark not unfrequent- 
ly heard, while recommending the gospel, 
** Very good ; it is what we all want, if 
true.’’ Knowing this their state of mind, 
we endeavored with all plainness, direct- 
ness and affection, to press on them the 
truth as it is in Jesus. 


Interested Auditors—Books eagerly 

received. 

Some seemed deeply interested, and ea- 
gerly asked for books, when they learned 
that we had them to distribute. Two 
men especially attracted our attention. 
One of them, about twenty-five years of 
age, evinced some knowledge of the gos- 
pel, which he said he learned from the 
Karens. Ile had spent some weeks at a 
Christian village, and said he was so 
pleased with what he saw and heard, that 
while among the Karens, he lived as they 
did, joining in their worship and feeling 
as one of them; but that when he got 
back to his own home again, the whole 
current being in another direction, he was 
borne along with it. He seemed, however, 
sincerely to approve the gospel, and we 
will yet hope to hear good of him. 

The other man, of about the same age, 
after listening attentively, expressed his 
full approbation of the gospel and his be- 
lief in it; and, after soliciting and receiv- 
ing a book, went home. At evening he 
came again, said he had been reading all 
day, and had come again to rest himself 
and hear more. I could not but hope 
that the seed had found in him good soil. 
But the future only will reveal the facts. 
How often the gospel has seemed to be re- 
ceived with joy ; but when a more perfect 
acquaintance reveals that to ensure its 
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promised blessings, self must be denied 
and all sinful practices forsaken, at once 
the first flush of interest subsides, and the 
language of Felix is readily adopted, ‘* Go 
thy way forthis time.’’ Some such symp- 
toms I imagined began to appear in this 
man; but may the Lord give him grace 
to overcome. I took his name and those 
of several others who appeared most in- 
terested, and told them I wished to think 
of and pray for them individually. 

During our stay of two days at this 
place, there was no lack of hearers at the 
zayat, and of eager applicants for books, 
among whom were some heathen Karens 
as well as Burmans. The headmanof the 
town also received us very courteously, 
spending the principal part of two eve- 
nings with us, and conversing in a very 
dignified and intelligent manner on the 
subject of religion. But he has laid out 
so much money in conspicuous works of 
merit, it would bea miracle of grace if he 
should abandon them all for the cross of 
- Christ. 

We would gladly have remained here 
longer and spent some time with the peo- 
ple in their own houses, where we should 
have met many who did not come to us ; 
but circumstances not favoring our doing 
so at present, at ten P. M., with the rising 
tide and a bright moonlight, we left for 


Pantanau. 
The Church and School House. 


At sunrise the next morning we reached 
the village of Nat-Kyee, a Karen pastor, 
who, we regretted to learn, had the night 
before left for Pantanau. We especially 
wished to see him and give him a word of 
encouragement, as we knew a Catholic 
priest had been endeavoring to seduce him 
to popery, but without success. We vis- 
ited his people, however, and were much 
pleased with their large zayat and a school 
house standing side by side. It was a 
sight both pleasing and suggestive ;—re- 
ligion and education walking hand in 
hand! My mind at once recurred to the 
institutions of New England. Nor is it 
too much to hope that an analogous future 
is before the Karen people. They have 


[April ’ 


long been a despised race ; but how strik- 
ing the evidence, that they are a ‘* chosen 
generation,”’ and chosen, it may be, not 
only to salvation, but to accomplish great 
things for Christ in Burmah. Work, O 
Lord, by the hand of him by whom Thou 
wilt work ; only show forth thy salvation. 
The few people at hand, who had not seat- 
tered to their work, came together in the 
pastor's house, where, after a few words of 
exhortation, with singing and prayer, we 
took leave of them for Pantanau, which 
we reached about sunset. 


Pantanau—Idolatrous Ceremonies, 


The long line of houses and the immense 
number of boats from all parts of the 
country, as far north as Ava, are the first 
objects that strike the visitor on reaching 
this place. It is a mart of exchange, and 
contains not less than nine hundred houses, 
and the boats probably numbered several 
thousands. Soonas we reached the shore, 
we strolled up one of the principal streets, 
which leads by the Assistant Commission- 
er’s court, to the neighborhood of some 
kyoungs, where we saw many lights burn- 
ing, indicative of an expected gathering. 
The oceasion proved to be a theatrical 
performance, as is usual, in the open air, 
We passed along the narrow brick walk, 
on either side of which, women, young and 
middle-aged, had arranged themselves, 
with all sorts of native niceties for sale. 
We proceeded to a zayat, where was a 
small decorated car, in which stood an 
image of Gaudama, covered with a spe- 
cies of black gum, just ready for gilding. 
Behind the zayat, was an elevated strue- 
ture of brick, about forty feet high, some- 
what in the shape of a pagoda, but with 
a platform near the top, on which were 
several images of Gaudama and others in 
the attitude of worship. Above this plat- 
form again was a graduated roof. From 
the platform to the zayat, was a wooden 
inclined plane, supported on piles, on 
which, on certain occasions, the car and 
image above mentioned, are drawn up to 
the platform and down again. The de- 
sign is to represent the ascent of Gauda- 
ma to one of the nat heavens, to instruct 
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his mother in the law, and his subsequent 
descent, surrounded by a convoy of nats 
and other heavenly beings. At the time 
we reached the zayat, several persons, in- 
cluding a priest, were standing near the 
image, to whom we spoke of idol worship, 
and invited them to visit us the next day 
atanother zayat, where we purposed stop- 
ping. 

Next morning, having selected one of 
several empty zayats, we were soon visited 
by some passers by, then by one priest, 
and another and another from the neigh- 
boring kyoungs. We were at first sup- 
posed to be merchants, or English officers ; 
but soon our real character and object 
were understood, and an animated discus- 
sion with the first priest followed, which 
continued more than an hour. He isa 
man of forty-three seasons, or priestly 
years, frank and pleasing in his man- 
ners, and perfectly maintained his tem- 
per through the whole. Many gathered 
around to listen, and a number of tracts 
were gladly received,—and by the priests 
as well as others. All day we had a lis- 
tening and inquiring company around us. 
But two men, I observed, wore a super- 
cilious and bitter air, as though every- 
thing which we said, contrary to their 
books or their religion as represented in 
their books, was necessarily false and 
They did not, 
however, remain long, much to our grati- 


therefore to be rejected. 


fication, and apparently as much 80 to 
that of others also, who preferred to hear 
us rather than them. 


Important Post for a native Preacher— 
Generous Offer. 


We remained at Pantanau a day and a 
half, well received by priests as well as 
people, and left, impressed with the im- 
portance of the place and the desirable- 
ness of persistent, systematic effort in its 
behalf. C. Phillips, Esq., Assistant Com- 
missioner, resident at the place, kindly 
invited us to breakfast on the morning of 
our departure. He is quite ready to help 


forward the cause of Christianity among 
the people, and offers to bear the expense 
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of sustaining a native preacher at the 
place, if a suitable one can be obtained. 

Leaving Pantanau about noon, we reach- 
ed Myin-ka-doung between three and four, 
P. M., where, according to promise, we 
stopped again to see the Christians, with 
whom we remained an hour, and pursued 
our journey to the village of Sek-kau, op- 
posite Nyoung-doung, which we reached 
about ten, P.M. Having passed the night 
here, early in the morning we parted, br. 
Douglass to proceed to Prome, and thence 
with br. Kincaid to Ava, and I to return 
to Rangoon. 


Friendly Reception—Return to Rangoon. 


About sunrise I stopped at Nyoung- 
dong, and with Ko Shway A went imme- 
diately to the house of the ex-headman, 
who had received a tract on my way up. 
He said he had read it and it was good, 
and so were the books of Gaudama good. 
It was a polite way, of course, of saying, 
he was quite satisfied with the religion of 
his fathers. He was friendly, however, 
and I presume immediately sent to some 
of his principal friends, who understood 
the law, to come and see us. We had 
some interesting and close conversation 
with one of them called ** the teacher,’’ 
who seems to be a very intelligent man 
and learned in their books. He professed 
special friendship, calling himself an in- 
timate friend of Ko Kyee, one of our mem- 
bers, who was for a time headman of the 
district. On leaving the house, this teach- 
er wished me to accompany him to his 
house, that when I came again I might 
visit him. I did so, and soon had an op- 
portunity of preaching again to a compa- 
ny gathered there. 

Finding it necessary to hasten our de- 
parture, we left about nine, A. M., and 
proceeded down the stream till night, when 
we stopped at Mai-zalee. Here, just at 
dark, went up the bank and commenced 
conversation with two persons who were 
weaving coarse mats in front of their 
house. They immediately sent into the 
house for a large mat, and spread it on 
the ground for us as a signal to sit and 
talk. Several gathered around, with 
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whom we spent about two hours, endeay- 
oring to show the claims of God and 
of Christ. One young man, especially, 
seemed to hear with avidity, and gladly 
received a book with a promise to read it 
carefully. An elderly man likewise, with 
an unusual air of frankness, inquired and 
talked, and seemed to prize a volume of 
the Digest which I gave him. 

At the turn of the tide we started again 
on our way, and in the morning stopped 
again at Singoo, which we had visited on 
the way up. We now met the father of 
one of the young men who then seemed 
specially interested. He gave us an ap- 
parently cordial reception, and himself 
sat some time listening to the truth. 
Another of the young men before men- 
tioned, I learned on inquiry, had gone 
away, taking his book with him, which 
my informant said he had read incessant- 
ly since receiving it. To other persons 
likewise, we had the opportunity of preach- 
ing at some length, among whom was a 
young priest from up the river below Ava, 
who expressed his approbation of what he 


- heard, and gladly received a book to take 


home with him. He was on his return 
from Shway-da-gong, where he had been 
to worship. To a boy, his attendant, 
likewise I gave two tracts, which he re- 
ceived with glistening eyes. May the 
God of truth graciously enlighten the 
minds of them both, and lead them to 
‘* the Lamb of God who taketh away the 
sin of the world.”’ 

As the tide began to fall, we left for 
Rangoon, which we reached on Saturday 


last about four, P.M., thankful to find all. 


well. 


SHWAYGYEEN MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. WATROUS. 
Return to Shwaygyeen—Death’s Doings. 


Shwaygyeen, Noy. 22, 1858.—After an 
absence of several months from our field,* 
we returned on the 16th. We came by 
the way of Rangoon, as the water between 
Maulmain and this place is so dried up 


*See Magazine of Feb. 1859, p. 40.--Ep.Maa. 


112 Shwaygyeen. — Letter from Mr. Watrous. [April, 


that we could not come that way by boat. 
We had opportunities of preaching and 
distributing books on the way, but did 
not find any Burmans who seemed to re- 
ceive the word with gladness. 

One of our old assistants has died in 
our absence. He was baptized about a 
year ago. When he was a young man 
he had been a Buddhist priest, and the 
knowledge thus acquired fitted him to 
preach to Burmans as well as Karens. 
He was a good man, and we feel his loss. 

The Tsikkey, or highest Burman official, 
has also died in our absence. It is said 
that one thousand rupees were expended 
at his funeral, in offerings to the priests 
and in feasting the friends. The practice 
of making expensive funerals for deceased 
relatives seems to be universal among the 
Burmans. ‘The entire resources of a fam- 
ily are often thus expended at the funeral] 
of one of its members. 

Death has also reaped a large harvest 
of our English friends who had lived at 
Shwaygyeen. Several have been killed in 
the struggle with the mutineers in India, 
and several have died of disease. Officers 
and their wives fall victims to the climate, 
as well as missionaries. 


Telegraph at Shwaygyeen—Burman Wor- 
ship Day. 

A telegraph office has been erected at 
Shwaygyeen, and we have telegrams 
from Toungoo on the one hand and Ran- 
goon on the other. 

Saturday last was the full-moon wor- 
ship-day of the Burmans. We were pain- 
ed to see among the Burmans a great 
number of Karens, joining in a worship 
so contrary to the traditions of their fath- 
ers. I counted sixty Karens at one time 
kneeling before the idols. The Burmans 
are zealous to prevent the Karens from be- 
coming Christians, and to incline them to 
their mode of worship. And the timid 
Karens are too ready to listen to their 
suggestions. 


Baptisms—The New Government— 
Scarcity. 
We had the privilege of baptizing four 
Karen converts yesterday, and of cele- 
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brating the Lord’s Supper. It gives us 
great joy to meet again with these who 
love our Lord Jesus Christ, although they 
know but the first rudiments of Christian- 
ity. 

To-day the proclamation has been read 
in this place, that declares the reign of the 
East India Company at an end, and inau- 
gurates that of the Queen. We hope the 
present government will more quickly fee] 
the twinges of the public conscience, and 
be more ready to reform abuses, than was 
the former. 

This has been a year of great scarcity 
among the Karens. Multitudes are said 
to have died for want of suitable food. 
Owing to the influence of Min Lung, the 
rebel chief, many of the Karens have been 
led away to trust in one who pretends to 
possess divine power. They have neglect- 
ed their paddy-fields, and asa consequence, 
want stares them in the face. Would 
that they might learn wisdom from the 
past, and put their trust in the eterna] 
God. I expect tomorrow to start on a 
preaching excursion among them. 


TELOOGOO MISSION. 


LETTER FROM MR. JEWETT. 
Annual Review—-The Church. 

Nellore, Dee. 9, 1858.—At the close of 
the last mission year, the number of 
church members reported was thirteen. 
The present year we have received by bap- 
tism thirteen, which would seem to give 
us at this time twenty-six members. But 
this is not the case ; soon after the com- 
mencement of the year 1858, the church 
was obliged to exclude two and to sus- 
pend a third. One had been suspended 
previously ; and these two suspended per- 
sons still remain under the censure of 
the church. We think the church re- 
miss in allowing them to remain for so 
long a period in this state, without tak- 
ing decided measures. But there are 


peculiar reasons in the case of one of the 
suspended members, a young man, which 
have induced the church to wait long for 
his return to God and duty. 

We have never a a darker period 
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than towards the close of the first half of 
the mission year. While we were mourn- 
ing over our unprofitableness and our lean- 
ness, to bring us still lower the Lord 
called away suddenly our only catechist, 
Jacob, who died of dropsy, March 5. We 
have felt compelled to report in full our 
apostasies, our losses, our downfall from 
highest hopes, from confidence placed in 
human agents, into a very low state of 
self-mortification and despair of help ex- 
cept in the Lord alone. For a particular 
account of the way in which the Lord ap- 
peared for our help, we refer to letters 
published in the Magazine for October 
and November, 1858, and January, 1859. 


Missionary Tours—Preaching. 


We have understood it to be the wish 
of the Executive Committee that we 
should give ourselves wholly to the preach- 
ing of the word ; conceding only so much 
of our time to the superintendence of 
schools and other objects, as shall further 
this great aim. In carrying out our 
views ; we consider it important that a 
good share of our time should be given to 
touring. But a circular having come 
from the Rooms requesting us to curtail 
our expenses in all directions, we have 
been compelled, to a great degree, to fore- 
go this work. And this has been the 
case for several years past. It needs every 
encouragement to carry forward this 
branch of mission labor in a land of op- 
pressive heat, through a country without 
roads, and furnishing but scanty supplies. 
What can we do for the regions stretching 
out beyond us in all directions, unless the 
Committee enter fully into the magnitude 
and importance of the work, and give us 
a generous support? We feel the need of 
being encouraged, exhorted and stimulat- 
ed by every means, to spread abroad the 
knowledge of Christ to the remotest vil- 
lage and inhabitant among this people. 

When the Deputation of the English 
Baptists visited India, this department of 
labor was admitted on all hands to be 
costly ; but its importance was so clearly 
seen that it was decided to place ample 
means at the disposal of the missionaries, 


to enable them to overcome all impedi- 
ments. The obstacles to itineracy in Ben- 
gal are said to be greater than in South- 
ern India, and the expense considerably 
greater. But suppose the work be ex- 
pensive ;—is it not much more expensive 
to stay at home? For instance, foreign 
missions are expensive ; but would it not 
be a costly experiment, should the church 
at home give up foreign missions with a 
view to save expense, instead of prosecut- 
ing them vigorously as Christ's great com- 
mission demands? We say by parity 
of reasoning, that we cannot give up this 
work without great loss. By doing so 
we act contrary to our convictions, con- 
trary to the ardent aspirations of our 
souls, contrary to the missionary spirit 
created within us. By doing so to save 
expense, we become poor; our resources 
fail, our aspirations die, our missionary 


the object for which it was formed ; and 
this saving policy becomes costly and ru- 
inous. Send us, brethren, your gener- 
ous sympathy and help. 

Our labors have been confined almost 
wholly to Nellore ; and, as in former years, 
have consisted in preaching on the Sab- 
bath twice in the chapel, a service every 
morning at the same place, and zayat and 
street preaching. 


Native Assistants. 


We feel greatly the loss of our native 
assistants. Jacob wasa good man and 
an able preacher. He exerted a great in- 
fluence in. the church, in the schools, and 
in every department of labor. He talk- 
ed of death with great familiarity, as an 
event to be desired, not to be dreaded. 
He died in peace. 

Since Jacob’s death, our only native 
helper has been Kanakayah, a young man, 
who has not been regularly appointed as 
a native assistant, but who has performed 
the duties of one, and feels this to be his 
proper calling, in which he finds his high- 
est pleasure. 

We hope a number of the young con- 
verts will become preachers to their peo- 
ple. From this time they will demand a 
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spirit is quenched, and the Union fails of 
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portion of our time to impart biblical 
and theological knowledge. Br. Douglass 
has already undertaken this labor. 

Those portions of the Bible most adapt- 
ed to do good to the Teloogoo people are 
printed at Vizagapatam, and that mission 
is too poor to supply us gratis. We re- 
gret that the Committee have not been 
able to place at our disposal any funds for 
the purchase of Scriptures. 

We have been encouraged to hope that 
at least one additional missionary would 
be soon forthcoming to us. We hope the 
churches will furnish the means which 
will enable the Committee to open the 
way to those who have said, ‘* We are 
ready to go to the Teloogoo pec yple.”” 

FRANCE. 
LETTER FROM MR. C—. 


Annual Review. 
At V: 


year, marked by little progress, and little 
encouragement. We hoped that several 
persons who have attended our worship 


, we have passed a painful 


for years, would have been baptized ; but 
not one has offered himself. 
able, however, to visit several families 
which have listened to me attentively and 
received tracts with pleasure. I hope 
God will not suffer the word to return to 
Him void, and without having accomplish- 
ed the effects whereunto He has sent it. 

Our friends are very zealous. They 
have even made efforts in their poverty, 
and have given 152 franes for the work of 
the mission. ‘Two of our members have 
died, and we have received two by letter ; 
consequently our number is 27, as last 
year. We need the encouragement to be 
derived from the Divine blessing. We beg 
our brethren to pray for us, and to sus- 
tain us by their Christian sympathy. 


I have been 


LETTER FROM MR. L-——-. 


The Cause at C—-. 
Notwithstanding the painful trials of 
the first months of the year, the discour- 
agement arising from the emigration of 
several brethren to the United States, 
and especially the departure of Mr. F., 
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pastor of the church of L——, and the 
excess of duties which his removal has 
occasioned me,—the past year has been 
rich in blessings. Everywhere in my ex- 
tended field the work has been not only 
maintained, but also confirmed and en- 
larged. At C—— and elsewhere, we 
have had many occasions of spiritual re- 
freshment, and seven persons, having made 
a satisfactory confession of their faith, 
have joined the church. Our Sabbath 
schools have advanced, and our associa- 
tions of young people have assisted me as 
far as they have been able. 

The members of my church are scatter- 
ed through twenty-one different places. 
They number in all 96. Two have been 
added by letter, and one has been exelud- 
ed. We have eighteen candidates for bap- 
tism, and about ninety persons well dis- 
posed. The church has contributed 367 
frances 87 centimes, which are designated 
as follows: for the mission, %7fr. 52e. ; 
for the poor, L54fr. 35e. ; for the repairs 
of the church edifice, 110fr. 

Our condition in respect to religious 
liberty remains unchanged. We have re- 
ceived no answer to the new petition pre- 
sented last month by our brethren at 
C——to the Emperor. We have need 
to act with much prudence ; for we often 


have to defend ourselves in the newspapers 
and elsewhere, and to justify ourselves 
from the calumnies heaped upon us. 
Nevertheless, it is but just toadd, that the 
prevailing good will of our local authori- 
ties allows us a certain measure of reli- 
gious liberty, notwithstanding the opposi- 
tion of our adversaries. 

In reviewing the past, we ought not to 
be ungrateful; but while God bestows 
blessings upon us, we ought to say with 
the Psalmist,—** What shall I render to 
the Lord for all his benefits toward me? 
I will take the cup of salvation and call 
upon the name of the Lord. I will pay 
my vows unto the Lord now in the pres- 
ence of all his people.’’ 


LETTER FROM MR. B——. 


Churches of L—, A—, and D—. 
The Lord has been with us and has done 


France. — Letter from Mr. B. 


115 


us good. We have not been permitted to 
see thousands or even hundreds of sinners 
converted. The kingdom of God comes 
not among us with observation. Still, 
when we consider that a single soul is 
worth more than worlds, we ought to re- 
joice and bless God that the churches of 
L and D have been permitted to 
receive by baptism fifteen souls, who have 
passed from death unto life. Let us be 
grateful for such a blessing, and bless Him 
who has shed upon us his Spirit. 

AtD the members are faithful ; 
and notwithstanding my removal from 
them, they are united in serving Him whom 
they have learned to love as their God 
and Saviour. When I was there last, I 
saw some new inquirers for the way of 
life. 

The church at L—— is in peace and 
prosperity. Many of our brethren feel 
the need of prayer, and are united in of- 
fering it. Where the spirit of prayer 
prevails, the Divine blessing will certainly 
descend. 

Taking advantage of the winter eve- 
nings, we go to the neighboring villages 
to hold meetings, and I have had the joy 
of seeing a great number of new persons 
assemble to hear the gospel. Thus ina 
village where there have never been any 
meetings before, sometimes more than 
eighty persons assemble, and listen atten- 
tively to what is said ; and many at leay- 
ing say, ‘* Do not fail to inform us when 
the pastor comes again, for we desire to 
hear him.’’ Some days previously, in an- 
other place, there were present at our meet- 
ing twenty persons who had never before 
heard the truth as it is in Jesus. There 
would have been many more, it appears, 
if the people of the village had been in- 
formed of my arrival. Many expressed 
their regret that they were not notified of 
it. Ido not expect to see all these per- 
sons converted ; but I hope several among 
them will be savingly enlightened, and 
that the Word of God will not return 
unto Him void. 

Last year the church of D—— number- 
ed thirty members. Five new members 
have been added by baptism; two have 
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been recommended to the church at L—— ; 
one has died. Consequently there are at 
Dd thirty-two members, besides three 
at O ; total, 35. 

This church has contributed 120 franes, 
of which 40 francs are for missions. 

The churches of L—— and A—— num- 
bered together last year 100 members, 
Ten have been baptized, and two added 
by letter. Total, 112. Emigrated to the 
United States, eleven ; died, three. Pres- 
ent number, 98. 

These churches have given for the poor, 
for the chapel and other expenses 746fr. 
50c., for missions 187fr. Total, 933fr. 
50e. 


LETTER FROM MR. D——., 


Church at P 


We have cause to render thanks to God 
for the blessings He has granted us in our 
difficult field of labor. During the year, 
we have received seven by baptism. We 
have several candidates for baptism, and 
are in communication with a considerable 
number of Roman Catholics who appear 
to hunger for the truth, and our mectings 
are generally well attended. But not- 
withstanding these encouragements,—en- 
couragements specially valued in a year 
when we were on the brink of ruin,—we 
have also met with disappointments caus- 
ed by the departure of several of our breth- 
ren and sisters from P. . For, while 
the church embraces 41 members, only 28 
can be relied on,—thirteen having remov- 
ed, and being considered only as forming 
a small part of the church, because they 
can no longer be with it. We are consol- 
ed, however, by the thought that though 
removed from us, they are still joined with 
us in spirit, and are for the most part 
faithful, and glorify the Lord that hath 
bought them. None have been excluded, 
One, a sister,—has died in the Lord. 
Contributions, 324 francs, besides 50fr. 
for missions. 

Through the active cobperation of Mr. 
V—., a colporteur, and a beloved broth- 
er, Mr. V , who has been sustained 
here by English friends, our members have 
been visited regularly, as well as many 
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‘Roman Catholics who inspire us with 


hope. It is a great blessing to the mis- 
sion to have at P—— a colporteur and 
an evangelist, as devoted and genious as 
the two brethren of whom I have spoken. 

By comparing this report with that of 
last year, it will be seen that there is no 
increase in the number of church-mem- 
bers. But this arises from the fact that 
while twenty-nine have been added by 
baptism, an equal number has been  re- 
moved by death, exclusion, or emigration 
to the United States. There is also a dif- 
ference of more than 592fr. 34e. in the 
contributions in favor of the last year, 
and fourteen more have been baptized than 
in the year preceding. In the number 
of Roman Catholics who have come into 
the church during the year, we have clear 
evidence that God has approved the decis- 
ion of the Union touching our field of la- 
bor. 

In contemplating the deliverance which 
our mission has experienced and the bless- 
ings which have thereupon followed, we 
praise the mighty God of Jacob and put 
our trust in Him, laboring with courage 
in the work which He has assigned us. 
We hope still to be the objects of interest 
to our brethren in the United States. 
And in this hope we beseech God to bless 
abundantly those brethren who have sus- 
tained us hitherto by their succor and 
their Christian sympathy. 

GERMANY. 
LETTER FROM MR. REMMERS. 
Dedication at Jever. 

Oct. 1858.—When we survey the work 
of God within our limits, we are led to 
say with the Psalmist, ‘ Great are the 
works of the Lord, sought out of all them 
that have pleasure therein.’’ A few years 
since our numbers were few and our 
strength was weakness; but God has 
granted us wonderful inerease. There 
have been days when we had no peace in 
our meetings for the worship of God ; but 
He has prostrated our adversaries, and 
made the hearts of our rulers favorable to 
us. 
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In the year 1853, we built at Jever, in 
Oldenburg, a room large enough to ac- 
commodate three or four hundred hearers, 
and on Sabbath, Aug. 29, hundreds listen- 
ed in it to the preaching of Christ and 
Him crucified. On the 13th Nov., 1853, 
the church held a meeting to consult on 
the building of a chapel. The Lord crown- 
ed our plan with his blessing, so that we 
were able to say with David,—** Then the 
people rejoiced for that they offered wil- 
lingly, because that with perfect heart 
they offered willingly to the Lord. Where- 
fore David blessed the Lord before all the 
congregation ; and David said, Blessed be 
thou, Lord God of Israel, our Father, for- 
ever and ever.”’ 

In the year 1856, we succeeded in pur- 
chasing a very beautiful spot in the best 
and most agreeable part of the city. In 
the sumier of the year (1858) we com- 
menced the building in the name of the 
Lord. ‘The corner-stone was laid on the 
fourth of May. From that time the work 
was carried forward successfully, so that 
the chapel was ready to be opened on the 
Ath October. On account of the late- 
ness of the notice of the public ecremony, 
we suffered much anxiety, lest we should 
have no brethren from a distance to take 
part in the service. Bat on the twenty- 
second of October came, wholly unexpect- 
ed, br. Kobner from Barmen. Great was 
our joy to see his face. The next day, 
twenty-eight brethren from the Halsheck 
church, under the impulse of love, came 
all the way on foot. Finally about eight 
o'clock we met at the post-house six more 
brethren, including br. J. G. Oncken. 
low joyful were the hours they spent un- 
der our roof. We felt the truth of the 
words of the Psalmist—** Behold how 
good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity.’? While we 
were sitting together, a loving cirele, the 
choir in the adjoining room broke forth in 
a song of weleome to br. Oncken, of Ham- 
burg, upon which he arose and expressed 
his thanks for the kind reception. 

Searcely had the morning dawned on 
Sabbath, Oct. 24, when everything seem- 
ed inmotion, The publie service began 
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at half past nine inthe morning. The 
chapel was already filled. Br. Oncken 
led the service, and preached from Psalm 
126: 3—** The Lord hath done great things 
for us, whereof we are glad.’’ The lead- 
ing thoughts of the discourse were as fol- 
lows : 


Abstract of Mr. Oncken’s Sermon. 


The event celebrated in this psalm is 
the return of the Jews from Babylon un- 
der Cyrus. He who turns the hearts of 
men even as the rivers of water are turn- 
ed, put it into the heart of this heathen 
prince to allow the Jews to return into 
the land promised them by Jehovah. The 
gladness of the people was too great for 
words to express,and reached its highest 
point when they were permitted to tread 
again the soil of their native land, and 
to join once more in the long desired 
worship of the great congregation. Je- 
hovah had removed from their shoulders 
the yoke of a foreign dominion, and every 
man was now suffered to sit fearless un- 
der his own vine and fig-tree. Their sor- 
rowful captivity compared with the free- 
dom now again enjoyed, filled them with 
gratitude to their great Deliverer. 

Our joy to-day is as much higher than 
theirs as spiritual blessings are greater 
than temporal. We may well adopt the 
joyful words of the poet as our own, and 
exclaim, ‘* The Lord hath done great things 
for us, whereof we are glad.”’ 

1. God has done great things in us— 
in our redemption, our conversion, our 
preservation, &e. 

2. God has done great things through 
us—in the extension of the kingdom of 
God in the grand duchy of Oldenburg. 

3. God has done great things for us— 
in the wonderful manner in which He has 
defended his people, sustaining and in- 
creasing them notwithstanding all the 
machinations of their adversaries. Mr. 
Oncken here related a circumstance well 
known to some of the hearers. It had re- 
ference toa minister of the national church 
in the early period of our cause in Jever. 
This man wasa bitter enemy of the church 
from its commencement, and persecuted it 
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by every method of which he was master 
through his position and his influence 
with the magistrates. He was a wicked 
man, yet no one dared to remove him ; but 
suddenly he was brought to his end. He 
was unexpectedly accused of grievous im- 
morality and made the scorn of the world, 
and obliged to leave the city by night. 
So visibly did the Lord appear for his peo- 
ple, and the wickedness of the oppressor 
was brought to light. 

In the afternoon the meeting was ap- 
pointed at half past three; but by three 
o'clock every seat was filled, and a great 
number could only find a place in the two 
aisles or in the adjoining room. And 
many, Who could not stand during the 
service, were obliged to leave. The ser- 
mon was by br. Kébner, of Barmen, from 
Acts 4:31-35. He spoke as follows :— 


Abstract of Mr. Kobner’s Sermon. 


God has made everything eloquent to 
us in heaven and earth ; but we can only 
interpret the silent speech by familiarity 
with the imagery of the Holy Scriptures. 
May this house speak to us intelligibly 
to-day. We think we can find in the 
text the fulfilment of what is written in 
Ps. 84 : 5—** Blessed are they that dwell 
in thy house; they will be still praising 
Thee.”’ 

A house is here spoken of. A house is, 
first of all, a building to dwell in. The 
term also implies a race or family, as the 
house of Israel, of David, &e. A house 
in which God is worshipped reminds us 
according to the text, of both these  sig- 
nifications. The house of God is for God's 
family ; and God's family are those who 
dwell with Him. Hence we take the 
church edifice as the symbol of the spirit- 
ual family. Let us contemplate, — 1. 
God's house, 2. Dwelling in that house. 

1. We are many houses ; we consist of 
many different families. We have many 
houses, distinct one from another. But 
this isa common house. It is built for 
the children of God residing here, and 
in it strangers also may find a home. 
Herein lies a deeper truth. There is only 
one house of God, one blessed family, con- 
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sisting of angels, and the just made per- 
fect and converted sinners. When a sin- 
ner is received into the family on earth, 
there is joy also in heaven. There are 
differences among the children of God, 
which are often the source of pain; the 
earthly are different from the heavenly ; the 
former differ among themselves ; but as to 
the house, there is no difference. Here 
one law prevails, They have one spirit. 
God wishes to secure in them complete 
union. He desires community, unity in 
multiplicity. How beautifully the Sav- 
iour expresses it, when He says—** In my 
Father's house are many mansions.” How 
clearly this is shadowed forth in the wor- 
ship of the old dispensation, where there 
was avisible sanctuary and a sanctuary be- 
hind the veil invisible ; an altar in the out- 
er court, and another in the holy of holies ; 
but only one tabernacle, and subsequently 
only one temple. And so all who belong 
to God’s house have a common nature ; the 
same origin (God's good pleasure), the 
same salvation (through Christ who died 
for all), the same renewal and conversion 
and the same worship ; the sume praise (the 
chureh militant and the church triumph- 
ant adore the Lamb), the same joy in God, 
in the conversion of sinners, and the same 
joy in life; ** they will be still (ever) 


praising Thee,’’ even in their tears. They” 


smile through their tears, 

* And tears have their own sweetness too.” 

2. The idea of dwelling is opposed to 
that of wandering. A man dwells only 
in his house, or where he feels at home. 
We dwell in the house of God. It is the 
place where we love most of all to be. 
The ungodly cannot dell on earth ; they 
wander hither and thither restlessly like 
Cain. We try again and again to find 
a home upon earth, where there is no 
rest. We find and deeply feel that we 
ean be at home only in the Lord and 
among his people. This is nota dwelling 
house, and yet you will res¢ in it more 
than in your own homes; for the world, 
which finds a place in every dwelling, 
dwells not in your churches. The nest 
outside is fastened to the house, but is 
nota part of the house ; but pray with 
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the Psalmist that you may have your nest 
by the altar of the Lord of hosts. The 
true bird builds -his nest not without, 
upon the house, but within by the altar. 
Finally, this house contains no couch for 
repose, no benches for work, no herd, no 
What an im- 
age of heaven! Moreover there is nu need 


utensils for household toil. 


here of sleep, no labor, no eating nor 
drinking. That is living in the highest 
There we shall first understand 
the word to dive. For there God will 


dwell in us, his joy will be fulfilled in us, 


and we shall have a heaven in every one 
of the blessed among whom we shall 
dwell. 

After the public service, the Lord’s Sup- 
per was celebrated by the numerous breth- 
ren and sisters present, the first feast of 
the new covenant in the chapel; it was 
accompanied by an abundant blessing. 


Gift tothe Church—Closing Exercises. 


At a church mecting immediately after- 
wards, br. Oneken presented to the church 
u beautifully bound Bible and hymn book 
for the chapel. 
him their hearty thanks for his aid and 


The church expressed to 


counsel in respect to their enterprise, and 
their unanimous wish that God, who had 
used him as the instrument of founding 
this church, would preserve him for many 
years as a witness for the truth in Ger- 
many. 

Fervent exhortations by brn. Onken and 
Kobner closed this meeting and the exer- 
cises of the Sabbath. 

On Monday at half past nine there was 
a prayer meeting in the chapel, numerous- 
ly attended, in which there was earnest 
pleading for the effusion of the Holy Spirit. 
The afternoon was spent in deliberation. 


MISCE 


LLANY. 
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In the evening there was preaching from 
the text,—* Yet there is room’’—and af- 
terwards by still another brother from the 
words—* Is there no balm in Gilead?’ 
The chapel was entirely filled, and we 
earnestly hope that the word may not be 
without fruit. The next evening we had 
preaching again by br. Kobner, and final- 
ly our feast of dedication was closed on 
the evening of Oct. 27, by a sermon by 
br. Oncken. The chapel was more crowd- 
ed than ever. ‘The first people in the city 
The sermon was founded 
on Acts 8; 8—* And there was great joy 
in that city.’’ 

After the public meeting, a church 
meeting was held, at which an engraving 
of the new chapel was presented to br. 
The fol- 
lowing morning we separated, and the de- 
lightful occasion was over. Still we will 
not be sad ; for how many causes of grat: 


were present. 


Oncken asa token of affection. 


itude remain to us for what He has done 
fur us. We will only mourn for the in- 
gratitude of our own hearts till we reach 
the temple above, where we shall no long- 
er have cause on this account to grieve 
and complain. 


The protracted services connected with the 
dedication of the chapel at Jever, reaching 
from Sabbath, Oct. 24, to Wednesday night, 
Oct. 27,—as also the similar series connected 
with the dedication of the chapel at Varel, 
July 24-27, as described in the Magazine for 
March,—naturally recal to mind the ceremo- 
nies of the dedication of the splendid temple 
of Solomon, which lasted fourteen days (1 Kings 
8: 65, 66). Such a series of spiritual feast- 
days and seasons of Christian communion must 
have the happiest effect in consecrating a new 


| place of worship in the affections of a pious 


people. The practice of our German brethren 
is worthy of imitation. 


WHAT MISSIONARIES MOST NEED. 
Most persons believe that missionaries 
are men and women of picty far above 
that of common Christians, This opin- 
ion is partly founded on their being willing 


to give up their friends and home for the 


purpose of living among the heathen. It 
is supposed that sucha sacrifice could be 
made only under the influence of strong 
religious principle ; and it is further sup- 
posed that missionary life must be in a 
great degree favorable to eminent attain- 
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ments in piety. Many have read the me- 
moirs of missionaries like Brainerd, Mar- 
tyn, Harriet Newell, and others, who were 
eminent in the graces of a holy life ; and 
these have been taken as the examples of 
the piety of all missionaries. 

The missionaries themselves, no doubt, 
would as a body earnestly wish that this 
common opinion of their piety were well 
founded ; but they would regret the prev- 
alence of mistaken views on such a sub- 
ject. The missionary body is now a some- 
what large one, and it is but reasonable 
to suppose that it must embrace members 
whose attainments in the divine life are 
far from being either uniform or eminent. 
It is not doubted, indeed, that many of 
those who contribute to their support, re- 
maining at home according to the will of 
God, are influenced by greater faith and 
love, and make even greater sacrifice of 
ease and comfort for the sake of the héa- 
then, than are found among some of those 
who are on missionary ground. When 
missionaries return from their fields of 
labor, on visits for their health, or in or- 
der to engage in labors in the home field, 
the impression made by them in their in- 
tercourse with the Christian community 
is found to be marked by great degrees of 
inequality ; some are felt to be holy men 
and women ; others would hardly be se- 
lected as examples of an unworldly and 
humble piety—secking not its own things, 
but the things of Christ. It is doubtless 
true that men may become missionaries 
without being persons eminent in grace. 
The vow of consecration, sincere and con- 
trolling, may lead them to go to the ends 
of the earth ; while yet they may be great- 
ly defective in love to God and men. The 
Apostle gives a striking view of this in 
1 Cor. xiii., and we see Romanist mission- 
aries encountering all the privations and 
dangers of a residence among the heathen. 
In cases where love is not wanting, it may 
be sadly counterbalanced by selfishness, 
pride, or vanity. Very devoted persons 
are sometimes self-willed, overbearing, de- 
ficient in the gentler graces, unloveable. 
In short, the fact of a man’s becoming 
a missionary is a presumptive proof of his 
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elevated piety ; but we must look to hi§ 
subsequent life for the evidence that he 
walks m the footsteps of Martyn or Brain- 
erd; yet it isa precious truth that many 
of the most excellent of the earth, in the 
rich experience of the grace of Christ, and 
in its beautiful manifestation in a holy, 
humble life, are to be found in the mission- 
ary body. 

Contrary to the impression of many, 
missionary life isnot peculiarly conducive 
toeminence in piety. Such, it is believed, 
will be the testimony of all missionaries. 
Many causes tend to hinder their growth 
ingrace. The stated services of the sane- 
tuary, the communion of saints, the stim- 
ulus of Christian examples, are seldom 
largely enjoyed on missionary ground. At 
home the piety of the members of the 
church is greatly strengthened by these 
things. After the quict and the worship 
of the Sabbath, the people of God go forth 
to the employments of the week, with new 
strength to resist temptations and to 
abound in every good word and work ; 
and if they should become weary or dis- 
couraged, they are often cheered by the 
kindly voice of a sympathizing Christian 
friend, or animated by his example. The 
missionary seldom witnesses a Sabbath day 
in the world around him, and finds it no 
easy matter to keep alive in his own little 
circle the precious influences of the day of 
rest. 
especially as these are enjoyed in common 
with other disciples of kindred intelligence 


The privation of the means of grace, 


and culture, is one of the serious draw- 
backs to missionary piety. 

But there are more positive hinderances. 
The presence of heathenism itself must be 
reckoned among these. 
is by nature a man of like passions with 


The missionary 
the people around him. Their low views 
and corrupt practices may, at first, be 
looked upon with unmitigated disgust ; 
but they come at length to be regarded as 
customary, and imperceptibly they exert 
a stupifying power over the soul, like a 
poisoned atmosphere benumbing the facul- 
ties of the body. Atmany stations, more- 
over, there is more or less intercourse be- 
tween missionaries and worldly-minded 
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Europeans and Americans—an intercourse 
which for some reasons it is desirable to 
maintain ; and yet too often it results in 
asadly deteriorated tone of spirituality 
among the servants of Christ. Melan- 
choly wrecks of missionary usefulness can 
be traced in part to this cause, and even 
the withdrawal of some from the mission- 
ary work. Where such extreme results 
have not followed, there has been a sensi- 
tiveness to the praise of men, an impa- 
tience of temper, a weariness of the work, 
or a concern for personal comfort, which 
would have been looked upon with equal 
surprise and grief by the missionary at an 
earlier stage of his course. The inter- 
course, also, of missionary families with 
other, especially at a large station, 
may be too readily marked by the want 
of religious purpose, and too easily de- 
generate into unprofitable common places ; 
though unsocial, morose, or unbending 
severity are no more praiseworthy ata 
missionary station than in a home parson- 
age. The main and great difficulty, how- 
ever, that hinders the growth of piety ev- 
erywhere, is not found in outward cireum- 
stances, but in the heart within. This 
remains deceitful, prone to go astray, 
ready to be weary of a self-denying life, 
craving ease, longing for earthly enjoy- 
ment. It is the same evil heart of unbe- 
lief after it has crossed the sea; and it 
will always be the same, except as Divine 
grace renews it, sanctifies it and fits it for 
heaven—thereby best fitting it for useful- 
ness and happiness among the heathen. 

It were wrong to make the impression 
that missionary life possesses no advan- 
tages for the growth of grace in the heart. 
The true Christian will grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of Christ in any and 
every lawful calling, and in any place on 
the earth; this is not to be questioned. 
Moreover, the calling and duties of a mis- 
sionary are in some important respects fa- 
vorable to a life of piety. His time is 
wholly set apart to his great work ; no 
portion of it isconsumed in providing the 
means of his support, nor is his mind cor- 
roded with anxiety as to‘‘making the two 
ends meet ;*’ but with a heart free from 


care and full of gratitude, he may give 
himself up to the work set before him. 
In entering on this work and continuing 
in it, he is constantly reminded of the great 
grace given unto himself, in making him 
to differ from the miserable heathens 
around him; and this becomes an affect- 
ing motive to draw him near the Saviour, 
and to make him faithful in the work to 
which he has been called. That work 
itself exerts an important influence on his 
piety. It is the work of saving lost souls. 
It has to deal chiefly with the essential 
truths of the great salvation. It may 
lack the variety of study which the pas- 
toral office in a Christian country requires, 
but it will also lack some of its tempta- 
tions. And under the guidance of the 
Spirit, the missionary’s instruction and 
experience as a teacher of religion, will 
tend to promote his own progress and com- 
fort in the divine life. Often will his 
thoughts travel homewards, moreover, and 
always with the tenderest emotion ; more 
than ever will he prize the beloved church 
whose servant he is among the heathen ; 
and whether he remembers his relatives or 
his Christian friends, he will feel himself 
impelled to a high and holy life, by every 
tender recollection of their sympathy and 
love. Few men are borne up by so many 
prayers. Few men could halt in their 
Christian course, and thereby grieve so 
many pious hearts. And what is far 
more, he feels himself to be in a special 
sense under the eye and the arm of the 
blessed Saviour, according to his promise 
—which has a peculiar preciousness to one 
who is literally obeying its corresponding 
commandment. These are holy incentives 
to a life of piety among the gospel-needing 
heathen. 

The missionary, like his Christian breth- 
ren at home, is engaged in a warfare, 
encounters temptations, is called to endure 
various trials—sickness, bereavement ; and 
together with these, some deep sorrows, 
especially those connected with the sepa- 
ration of his children from their home for 
a season, from which his brethren ina 
Christian land are exempted ; but he has 
the sure promise of grace to help in every 
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time of need. He finds that, with the 
grace of God, missionary life and mission- 
ary work are full of blessing to himself, 
no less than to others. And he rejoices 
to spend and be spent in this holy ser- 
vice. 

Thoughts like these may indicate the 
way in which the churches at home can 
best promote the usefulness and happiness 
of missionaries. It is by praying for them, 
that they may be eminent in piety—* full 
of faith and of the Holy Ghost.’’—For- 
eign Missionary. 


A CHINESE AUDIENCE. 


The following communication from Rey. 
R. Lowrie gives an interesting account of 
a missionary audience at Shanghai :— 

Among the most hopeful of all our ef- 
forts to preach the gospel here is the reg- 
ular service every Sunday morning in the 
mission chapel. Perhaps you would like 
to know what a missionary’s most hope- 
ful audience is made up of. You shall 
hear. 

First, then, because foremost, sitting in 
these two side-seats near the pulpit, and 
overflowing into the adjoining front seat 
in the body of the chapel, are the day- 
school girls, from twelve to twenty, ac- 
cording to the weather. These are mostly 
from eight to eleven years of age, and 
they are required to come to church, young 
as they are, not merely that they may 
hear the preaching, but that they may 
learn to join in the worship of the God 
who made them. They are taught by 
their mothers to worship idols when they 
are much younger than this, and are 
taken to the temples for the purpose. <A 
few days ago, I saw a little boy in the 
street playing worship-idols all by him- 
self, just as he had seen his parents and 
the priests do, bowing down, and kneeling 
with his face to the wall. How sad to 
see just what the second commandment 
forbids, ‘* Thou shalt not bow down to 
them nor serve them.’’ And for this sin 
it adds, that God, who is a jealous God, 
visits the iniquities of the fathers upon 


the children to the third and fourth gen- 
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eration of them thathate Him. All these 
little girls have heathen parents, and only 
here, if ever, are they likely to have the 
opportunity to learn better. Perhaps 
they may grow up to love God, and teach 
their own little children to worship Him 
too; then they will not only escape the 
dreadful judgments of God upon them 
that hate Him, but reap the blessing at 
the close of the commandment, ** Shewing 
merey unto thousands of them that love 
me and keep my commandments.”’ 

Next comes the teacher, for there he 
sits on the front bench, with two or three 
of the youngest girls at his side, looking 
so serious and grave, keeping the playful 
little ones in front of him still by a look 
or a shake of his head. Though he is 
only one, yet he must have a separate 
mention; for, except the missionary, he 
considers himself the most important per- 
son in the house, if, indeed, he even 
makes that exception, which is doubtful. 
Llowever, his good opinion of himself has 
some reason ; for among his own people 
he passes for a scholar, and he is a man 
of respectable character, and some influ- 
ence. Few such come to our chapels. 
‘* Have any of the rulers believed on 
Him?’ is their feeling, and they keep 
away. 

Passing over a number of persons on 
the intervening benches, you cannot help 
noticing, back near the door, four or five 
men, most of them rather young, but one 
quite in middle life, who seem more ac- * 
customed to the place and to the services, 
and more at home, so to speak, than those 
about them. These are the servants in 
the mission families. They are living 
under the daily influence of Christian ex- 
ample, and are daily gathered for famiby 
worship, and have been carefully taught 
the love of God and the way of life. The 
truth seems to fall unheeded on some of 
them, although they are all listening now ; 
but on some of them we hope it is other- 
wise. Twoof them have long been in the 
service of excellent missionaries, who are 
now returned to the United States for 
their health. Their willing and industri- 
ous assistance, at all times, would shame 
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some that are called Christians. One is 
the middle-aged man ; the other, though 
younger, is yet old enough to have a wife 
and two children at his own home. He 
has received much instruction, and not 
altogether in vain. He says he is in the 
habit of daily prayer in private. It is 
quite possible ; for his conduct is different 
enough from that of others, and he shews 
often a sympathy with the people of God, 
which cannot but excite our hopes. He 
has been learning to read, and even to 
sing, and has intimated his desire to be 
received to the church, though he has 
never made direct application for that 
purpose. Many prayers have gone up 
for him; we have sometimes ventured to 
hope that his name may yet be found 
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. So 
may it he ; why should we not hope so?— 
it was for no less an end that the Church 
and her Lord sent us to China—to save 
men’s souls, and bring them to heaven. 
But the regular hearers are not all 
men. On the other side, near the front 
seats, are one or two neatly dressed wo- 
men, Who are employed as nurses, or to 
do house-work in the mission families, 
though the servants in China are com- 
monly men. 
need be said, except that it is good to see 


Of these, nothing special 


a few, at least, of China’s degraded wo- 
men joining in worship to the living God, 
and hearing the words of eternal life. 
These are not the only women present ; 
for here, at the left of the preacher, is a 
seat where the poor, the aged, and infirm, 
who are receiving alms from various be- 
nevolent people, come and listen to the 
teaching which commands such care for 
the needy. One is blind, and one is with- 
ered and decrepid with more than seventy 
years of poverty, left desolate in her old 
age, to depend on the charity of strangers. 
These are women, and they have been vis- 
ited at their own abodes, and there taught 
the words with which our Lord comforts 
That they have faith in Him 
would be too much for man to say, who 
must go by the outward appearance, and 
whom frequent deceptions render more 
prone to suspect than to trust what he 


the poor. 
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sees and hears. Sometimes we almost 
persuade ourselves that the Lord intends 
to do them good at the latter end; at all 
events, they have both heard and under- 
stood some of the gospel message, enough 
to save them, if they receive grace to act 
upon it. There is some comfort and much 
hope in praying for them too. 

You are getting tired, and so is the 
miscellaneous part of the congregation 
that are seattered over the remaining 
benches, and on fair days often fill up the 
hody of the chapel quite respectably. A 
few more words, therefore, and we will 
dismiss them and you too—hearers and 
readers together. They are of various 
sorts, classes, and conditions, who, pass- 
ing by the door, were attracted in, and, 
conforming to the custom of the place, 
they sit quietly down as long as they have 
spare time to stay, rise and stand during 
prayer, and refrain from talking and 
smoking in the chapel, either of their own 
accord or at a word of gentle remonstrance. 
Some stand awhile at the open doorway, 
but these soon go away. The singing 
draws others, not by its excellency, but 
its novelty, and they go away when it is 
over. Some are neighbors, who know 
why we are met together; perhaps they 
secretly wish to try if they may not de- 
rive some additional advantages by wor- 
shipping the God of the powerful foreign- 
ers. Possibly the light begins to dawn, 
though it be but dim twilight in their 
minds. Some are respectable men of 
business, well dressed, intelligent, and 
very well bred. Most are plain trades- 
men, shopkeepers, apprentices, and day- 
laborers; ‘*not many rich, not many 
wise, not many mighty.”’ Very well, let 
them come; they are all welcome ; yes, 
even that poor beggar in rags, who has 
strayed in to gratify his curiosity, and 
forget awhile the inward gnawings of the 
drug (opium) which has paled his sunk 
and woe-begone cheek, and is fast bring- 
ing him to die the death of a dog, cast 
out in the streets—no home, no friends, 
no hope. Even he might yet be saved, 
were he but willing to receive the power- 
ful word which is the savour of life unto 
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life to every one that believeth. 
wretch! it is with him even past the 
eleventh hour; yet the night, though its 
shadows gather fast upon him, lingers 
still. He could be saved. Shall we not 
pray for him? He, too, is a brother ; 
ah, how fallen! brother sinner, brother 
man !—Scottzsh Home and Forcign Re- 
cord, 


WELSH MISSION IN INDIA. 

The Mission of the Welsh Preshyte- 
rians, or Calvinistic Methodists in India, 
was commenced in 1841. In that year 
the Rev. Thomas Jones was sent out by 
that body of evangelical Christians, un- 
der instructions to begin to labor asa 
missionary amongst the Khasis or Cossi- 
ahs, a small tribe inhabiting the hills be- 
tween the valleys of Assam and Sylhet. 

On the 22d of June 1841, Mr. Jones 
arrived at Cherrapoonjee, the sphere of his 
future labors. He knew not a word of 
the dialect. No books has been previous- 
ly written in it, in any character known 
to him. The Rey. A. B. Lish had been 
sent there some years earlier by the excel- 
lent Three of Serampore, but he had left 
the hills some time previous to Mr. Jones’ 
arrival. The natives had no written lit- 
erature. No European could be found 
acquainted with the dialect. Thus the 
missionary was completely thrown upon 
his own resources, and forced to devise 
the best means he could for learning the 
dialect, and finding his way to the people. 

The missionary, however, found one 
earthly friend. There happened to be re- 
siding at Cherra at that time a pious lay- 
man, Lieut. W. Lewin, whose health had 
been irrecoverably impaired in the marsh- 
es of Pegu and Arracan, who gave Mr. 
Jones and his wife the welcome of a 
Christian into his-house, and continued to 
assist the mission in every way that he 
was able, up to the day when the grave 

closed over him in December, 1846. 

Mr. Jones succeeded in finding two na- 
tives who had picked up a little English 
at Mr. Lish’s school. With their assist- 
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ance he wasenabled to begin to teach the 
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natives in their crude and uncultivated 
dialect within the first year of his resi- 
dence among them. 

In 1842, Mr. Jones opened three ver- 
nacular schools in the villages of Cherra, 
Mawsmai, and Mawmluh. These still 
continue in existence. Among a tribe so 
rude, thirst for knowledge is not strong ; 
yet these schools have proved the means 
of doing a considerable amount of good. 
They serve asa handle for the mission- 
aries to retain their hold in the villages ; 
and as open doors for such of the vil- 
lagers as may desire to inquire into the 
glorious truths of the gospel. Latterly, 
these have been kept up principally by the 
industry and zeal of the native Christians 
on the station, who combine class teach- 
ing on week-days with preaching on Sun- 
days. 

On the 2d of January, 1843, the mission 
was strengthened by the arrival of other 
two laborers—the Rev. W. Lewis, who is 
still laboring with diligence and faithful- 
ness among the Khasis ; and ©. Richards, 
Esq., who went out with a view to aid 
and strengthen the mission by his medi- 
eal skill asa physician. The latter gen- 
tleman returned home soon afterwards. 
During his stay on the hills he furnished 
the following pleasing picture of the state 
of the mission : 

There are two books already published 
in the Khasia dialect, and a number of 
youth, anxious for instruction, come daily 
to Mr. Jones. There are several girls also 
under Mrs. Jones’ care, About twenty 
of the Khasis, including male and female, 
attend every morning at family worship, 
when Mr. Jones translates a chapter from 
one of the Gospels, and prays with them. 
Ife has already made so much progress in 
the language as to be able to go through 
this service with great ease. One of his 
native teachers, Juncha, tells me that he 
speaks the Khasia dialect very correctly. 
It would make your heart glad to see how 
attentively the natives listen to the in- 
structions given them. 

The two brethren received new acces- 
sion to their strength again by the arrival 
of the Rev. Daniel Jones, February 23, 
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1846. Tle sect about learning the dialect 
with zeal, and succeeded in acquiring such 
a degree of proficiency in it in the space 
of six or seven months as enabled him to 
converse intelligently with the people, and 
to understand their conversation. In No- 
vember of that year he set out in compa- 
ny with the Rey. T. Jones, and Lieut. 
Lewin, to make a tour of the Jyntiapoore 
hills; fixed upon a large village named 
Jiwai in that district as a suitable site 
for a new missionary station; returned 
through the malarious valleys; was at- 
tacked by the ‘jungle fever’? of Lower 
Bengal, and died on the 2d of December 
in the same year. 

The mission is still carried on by the 
Rev. W. Lewis, who was joined in 1856 
by the Rey. R. Parry. Besides the native 
church connected with the mission station 
at Cherrapoonjee, which consists of about 
forty members, another small church has 
been founded ata village named Shella- 
poonjec, situated about fifteen miles to the 
west from Cherra, It contains about fif- 
teen or cighteen members. 

The gospel has gained a considerable 
degree of influence among the tribe. Sev- 
eral of the native Christians make them- 
selves useful asevangelists. Though their 
general knowledge is limited, yet some of 
them have acquired a respectable amount 
of biblical knowledge ; and, what is still 
of greater importance among a tribe so 
rude and illiterate, several of them have 
manifested that warmth and simplicity of 
character peculiar to the inhabitants of 
mountainous regions, combined with a 
degree of the zeal and charity of the gos- 
pel, and the unction from that ‘ Holy 
One.”’ The degree of suecess which the 
gospel has already acquired among the 
Khasis is encouraging. The piety, sim- 
plicity, and zeal, rather than the number 
of the converts, contribute to that encour- 
agement. 

The Khasis are not, properly speaking, 
subject to the British Government. A 
considerable degree of independence is 
still retained hy the native princes. The 
superstition which the tribe honor with 
the sacred name of religion, ig a sort of 


crude demon-worship. No attempt was 
ever made by any one to enlighten the 
Khasis, except by missionaries. This was 
brought to the notice of that enlightened 
statesman, the Marquis of Dalhousie, 
while he was Governor-General of India. 
With a view to prove the benevolent de- 
sire of Government to assist in the en- 
lightenment of a tribe so small and insig- 
nificant, as well as the larger nations on 
the plains, he sanctioned the payment of 
£5. month from the public treasury to 
aid the missionaries in their efforts to give 
general education to the people. Since 
then, efforts have been made, with a con- 
siderable degree of success, to establish 
schools in the principal villages. A small 
reading community is beginning to form. 
The time of training has been too short 
hitherto to prove the capacity of the Kha- 
sis mind. Whether any of the natives 
are capable of acquiring the independence 
in thinking, and proficiency in general 
knowledge requisite for translating and 
composing elementary books for their 
countrymen remains to be proved. But 
this is a lesson taught, with sufficient 
clearness, by experience in Indian missions, 
that books and literature, in order to be- 
come permanent and popular, must be 
indigenous. Foreigners may put up the 
scaffolding, and prepare the tools, but the 
internal structure must be native. 

A small degree of thirst for knowledge 
has been created. The heads of villages 
occasionally send to the missionaries to 
solicit teachers and books. Among a 
people like the Khasis, every step advanc- 
ed in general knowledge is an approach 
to the gospel. Tlitherto, the villagers do 
not, like the Karens, erect their own 
churches, and then send to the mission- 
aries for a minister to instruct them. No 
village of them has solicited admission 
into the Christian community in a body, 
prepared to support a native pastor for 
their own edification. Nor have any of 
their petty princes, like some of those in 
the coral-built islands of Polynesia, first 
received the gospel themselves, and then 
induced and encouraged their people to 
follow them. Conversions among the 
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Khasis have been confined to individuals, 
and have not extended to bodies of men 
already socially and politically united. 
The mission on the Khasia hills has thus 
existed about eighteen years, has had the 
benefit, more or less, of the labors of five 
or six missionaries. The embryo of a na- 
tive literature has been produced. The 
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nucleus of a Christian community has been 
formed. Error is still dominant, but 
truth has found a standing-place. A cen- 
tre has been fixed, around which the good 
and the holy may gather to pray that 
**the Word of the Lord may have free 
course and be glorified.”—News of the 


Churches. 


MISSIONARY UNION, 


ANNUAL MEETINGS. 


The forty-fifth annual meeting of the Board of Managers of the American Baptist 
Missionary Union will be held in the meeting-house of the First Baptist Church, 
Broome St., New York city, on Tuesday, May 17, 1859, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 


Philadelphia, March 12, 1859. 


W. T. Brantiy, Rec. Sec. 


The American Baptist Missionary Union will hold its ensuing annual meeting in 
the meeting-house of the First Baptist Church, Broome St., New York city, on Thurs- 


day, May 19, 1859, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 


The annual sermon will be preached by 


the Rey. Silas Bailey, D. D., of Indiana, or the Rey. 8. B. Swaim, D.D., of Mass., his 


alternate. 
Portland, Me., March 12, 1859. 


W. H. Suaier, Rec. Sec. 


DONATIONS. 


ReEcEIvED IN Fesrvuary, 1859. 


Dexter, ch. and soc. 11; Nor- 

way (?) a friend 1; Calais, lst 

ch., of wh. 7 is fr. Sab. Sch, 

40; Warren, ch., Ladies’ Bap. 

For. Miss. Soc. 10; Camden, 

2nd ch. and soc.,the ladies 15; 

Sumner, a friend of missions 

1; Sangerfield, ch. 3.66; 81.66 
Penobscot Asso., J. C. White tr., 100.00 

181.66 


New Hampshire. 


Concord, Ist ch., Isaac Elwell, 
with prev. donas. to cons, 
Isaac N. Elwell L.M., 

Newport Asso., New London, 
ch., R. H. Messer and family 
10; J. E. Phillips 5; Mr. and 
Mrs. Samuel Greenwood 4; 
two ladies 2; Dea. Herrick, 
Mr. Farwell, J. Cummings, 
Mr. Gates, Mrs. True and 
Dea. Morgan, 1 each; 6; Miss 
Lucy A. Mason 5; Prof. 
Gardner 3; others 2.24; per 
Rev. H. Tonkin, agent, 

Portsmouth Asso., Southampton, 
ch. 17.26; Newton, ch., M. F. 
Hoyt, J. Hoyt and Polly 


Tewksbury, 1 each, 3; Mrs. 


Howell 50 cts.; per Rev. H. 
'T., agent, 

Salisbury Asso., Fisherville, ch., 
Hl. H. Brown and J. 8. Brown, 
10 each, 20; M. H. Bean, J. 
Burpee, A. B. Winn, C. H. 
Young, T. N. Lang, W. H. 
Allen, R. Crowther, Mrs. 
Brown, Mrs. Storer, Mrs. 
Rolfe, Isaac R. Gage, C. W. 
Lincoln, C. F. Gage and Mr. 
Coburn, 1 each, 14; 8S. F. 
Brown 2; T. H. Potter 2.50; 
Harriet Messer 50 cts.; B. T. 
Caldwell 3; Fisher Blackin- 
ton 2; Sab. Sch. 16; Concord, 
Ist ch. 79; per Rev. H. T., 
agent, 


20.76 


139.00 
—- 247.00 

Vermont. 

Williston, Mrs. Otis Whitney 5; 
WestTownsend, ch. and cong., 
mon. con. 10; Plymouth, Sab. 

Sch. children, tow. sup. of 

Rey. M. J. Knowlton, 5; 
Grafton, ch. 13; East Tops- 
ham, ch. 14; Burlington, ch. 
E. A. Fuller tr., 14.10, 

State Convention, Jona. Dra- 
per tr., Mr. Holley, Mrs. Lu- 
cy 8. Packer, to cons. Mrs. 
Sarahett D. P. Bull L.M., 

Danville Asso, Derby, ch., D. 
P Willey, per Rev. H.Tonkin, 
agent, 5.00 

- 166.10 


100.00 
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Massachusetts. 


Boston, Rowe st. ch., a member, 


for the Assam Mission, 100; 
Harvard st. ch., Dea. J. Put- 
nam tr., of wh. 81.32 is an. 
coll. and 58.38 mon. con., 
139.70; E. D. Everett 25; 
Charlestown, Ist ch., G. W. 
Little tr., of wh. 25 is fr. 
Judson Miss. Soc., Lucy 5. 
Arnold tr., 125; “ Essex 
County,” 40; Jamaica Plains, 
Sab. Sch., for the C. E. Capen 
scholarship, to be expended 
under direction of Mrs. M. B. 
Ingalls, 25; Brookline, ch. 
and cong., Dea. D. Sander- 
son tr., mon. con. 25; Newton 
Upper Falls, ch., T. J. Rich- 
ardson tr., mon. con. 12; 
South Framingham, ch. and 
cong. 21.78; Needham Plain, 
ch. and soe. 27; Dorchester, 
2nd ch. and soc., Dea. Geo. 
Ellis tr., of wh. 9.37 is fr. Sab. 
Sch., 83.76; Medfield, ch. 29; 
Canton, ch. 6; Andover, ch. 
15; Haverhill, lst ch., Geo. 
Appleton tr., 50; Salem, a 
friend 25; Lynn, Dea. Jona. 
sucheller, for def., 100; Aga- 
wam, ch., Sab. Sch. 8; Cole- 
raine, Ist ch. and soc. 25; 
Lowell, Worthen st. ch., 8. P. 
Sargent tr., 50; West Acton, 
ch. 1; Holyoke, Ist ch., with 
prev. dona. by Samuel Ely, 
to cons. himself L.M., 50; 


Donations. 


Stonington Union Asso., Pack- 
ersville, ch., Mite Soc., per 
Rev. J. Aldrich, agent, 

New-Haven Asso., Middletown, 
ch., per Rev. J. A., agent, 


New York. 

NewYorkcity, lst ch., For. Miss. 
Soc. 500; Brooklyn, Ist ch. 
219.40; Greenwood Sab. Sch., 
Judson Miss. Soc. 10; West 
Plattsburgh, Rev. Levi 
Smith and family 10; Spen- 
cerport, Sargent Bagley 10; 
Gorham, Miss B. Douglass 1; 
Straits, Rev. D.C. Marshall 1; 
Akron, ch. 9; Yonkers, Mt. 
Olivet ch., A. B. Mead 5; 
Wyoming, ch. 11; Moriah, 
ch., for the debt, 4; John 
Burwell 15; Leesville, ch., 
with other denas. to cons. C. 
H. Platner L.M., 50; 

Franklin Asso. 

Otsego Asso., Alfred Robinson 
tr., Cooperstown, ch. 7.75; 
Hartwick, ch., 15.89; New 
Lisbon, ch. 17; Plainfield, ch. 
3.68; Warren, ch. 4.75; Dea. 
Samuel L. Brown 10; Wait 
Clark 2; Allen Green 1; J. 
A. Crandall 50 ets.; Mary 
Fish 25 cts.; Rev. L. Bolton 
5; Artemas Ward 5; Warren 
De Lansey 8; Rev. D. Cutler 
5; Rev. H. Fitch 1; Miss 
Jane Chase 50 cts.; Sarah 
Brown 50 ects.; a friend 40 


845.40 


67.25 


Wales, Joel Rogers, per Rev. cts. 5 ; 
O. Dodge, agent, 1; 984.94 Ontario Asso., P. Mitchell tr., 
Worcester, Pleasant st. ch., Manchester, ch. 
mon. con. 7; a friend of mis- Hudson River South Asso., 
sions 2; per Rev J. Aldrich, Brooklyn, 1st ch., mon. con. 
agent, 8; Washington Ave. ch. 50. 
47; Atlantic st. ch. 100; 
Williamsburgh, South ch. 
17.42; New York city, 16th 
ch. 100; ive 
tion of Rev. B. C. Thomas, Dodge L. M., 350; Green- 
Henthada, 50; a friend 2; point, ch. 7; per on & 
State Convention, R. B. Chap- Dodge, agent 632.89 
man tr., Providence, Ist ch., Saratoga Asso. 
of wh. 131.17 is fr. Fem. For. 35; Balston ‘Spa, emma R. 
Miss. oes Mrs. 8. N. Bolles Garrett 5; S. H. Garrett and 
chapman, brother 5; per Rev. D., 
an. sub., per R. B. ‘ agent, 
collector, ’ 48.94 New York Asso., Brooklyn, 
Warren Asso., W esterly, ch., Bedford Ave. ch. 37; Central 
per Rey. J. Aldrich, agent, 81.65 ch. 77; L. I., Cold Springs 
Providence Asso., Pawtucket, Ist ch., of ‘wh, Linde Gok. Sch., 
ch. 52; Central Falls, ch. 44; 0 5; East Marion, ch. 11; New 
per Rev. J. A., agent, 96.0 York city, Norfolk st. ch., to 
cons. B. F. Judson L.M. 
Connecticut. 133.25; Mariners’ ch. 9.59; 
Putnam, ch., Milton Paine 6; Geo. F. Thompson and wife 
North Lyme, Rey. David 282.75 
Wright 5; udson iver ort $80., 
State Convention, W. Griswold Rondout, Thomas Cornell, to 
tr., Vernon, Elizabeth Bid- cons. himself L.M., ng 
well 10; Northford, J. 8. gerties, ch. 3; Nathan Beck- 
Linsley 1; Bristol, ch. 34.35; with 2; per Rev. 0.D., agent, 105.00 
Norwalk, ch. 50; Andover, Union Asso., Sing Sing, T. C. 
Miss Harriet White 1; Hart- Van Heusen, per Rev. 0. D., 
ford, lst ch. 100; Suffield, Ist agent, 25.00 
ch. 18; 214.35 —— 2140.71 


Providence, Ist ch., a member, 
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New Jersey. 


Rahway, James H. Linsley 3; 
Newark, 5th ch., Abm. Run- 
yon jr. tr., 20; German ch., 
a sister, in response to the 
question in the Feb. Macedo- 
nian, ‘‘ Shall the long cherish- 
ed purpose be carried out,” 6; 29.00 
West N. J. Asso., Cape May, 
2nd ch. 20; Pemberton, ch. 
60.90; Burlington, ch., of 
wh. 14.07 is mon. con. and 7 
fr. Self-denying Soc., for nat. 
preachers, 21.07; Bridgeton, 
a friend of missions 7.85; 
Bordentown, ch., of wh. 7.21 
is fr. Sab. Sch., 58.91; per 
Rey. 8. M. Osgood, agent, 
Central N. J. Asso., Fleming- 
ton, ch. 100; Freehold, ch. 
38.25; Manasquan, ch. 14.25; 
per Rey. 5S. M. O., agent, 
East N. J. Asso., Hudson city, 
ch. 9; Jersey city, Union ch. 
38; per Rey. 8. M.0., agent, 47.00 


168.73 


152.50 


Pennsylvania. 


Philadelphia, Miss Mary Anna 
Longstreth, to sup. a pupil in 
Dr. Wade's sch., 25; Eaton 
Centre, ch. 4; 29.00 
Abington Asso., Bethany, ch. 4; 
Lenox, ch. 4.40; per Rey. 8. 
M. Osgood, agent, 8.40 
Centre Asso., Shirleysburg, Sab. 
Sch., per Rey. 8. M.O.,agent, 5.00 
North Philadelphia Asso., 
Williamstown, ch. 28; Phila- 
delphia, Ist ch., of wh. 100 is 
fr. Thomas Watson, to cons. 
James William Ashton L.M.,, 
100 fr. Washington Butcher, to 
cons. Henry Clay Butcher L. 
M., 50 fr. John C. Davis, 5 
fr. Miss §. J. Simmons, 50 fr. 
Wm. §. Hansel, 25 fr. John 
Hanna, 8 fr. J. M. Ford, 5 
each fr. L. Y. Walraven, 
Joshua Morgan, Maul and 
brothers, J. H. O’Harra, Gen. 
Wm. Duncan, J. 0. James 
and Mrs. E. W. Moore, 10 
each fr. B. Hansel, A. T. 
Lane, Samuel Hopper, B. Bul- 
lock and L. A. Harrison, 2.50 
fr. James Bark, 2 fr. Mrs. 
James Burtis, 1 each fr. J. 
Maples, R. C. Davis and Mrs. 
M. Cox, 30 fr. Miss M. L. 
Bonney, 59.50 collection, 520; 
Wm. T. Coleman 50; per Rev. 
S. M. 0., agent, 
Northumberland Asso,, Derry, 
ch., per Rev. 8. M. 0., agent, 4.00 
Philadelphia Asso., Philadel- 
phia, 10th ch., paid to Mrs. 
Kincaid on account of Rev. 
E. Kineaid’s salary, 280; 
West Philadelphia, ch., J. 
Tolman 10; per Rev. 8.M.0., 
agent, 290.00 
Pittsburg Asso., Washington, 
ch., per Rey. 8. M. 0., agent, 61.30 
Wyon .g Asso., Braintrem, ch., 


598.00 


Donations. 


397.23 


Miss Sarah J. Sturdevant, per 
Rey. 8. M. O., agent, 


[April, 1859. 


906.7 


Ohio. 
Cwsar’s Creek Asso., Xenia, ch., 
per Rev. H. Davis, agent, 34 
Will’s Creek Asso., Salt Creek, 
ch., per Rey. H. D., agent, 8.51 
Coshocton Asso., Dresden, ch., 
per Rey. H. D. agent, 3.75 
Mt. Vernon Asso., Owl Creek, 
ch., per Rev. H. D., agent, 19.50 
Huron Asso., Sandusky, ch., per 
Rey. H. D., agent, 3.00 
Scioto Asso., Lancaster, ch., per 
Rey. Il. D., agent, 15.00 


25 


Illinois. 

Tremont, Rev. Isaac and Mary 
Merriam 5; Galesburg, Cher- 
ry st. ch., Edw. Ray tr., 15; 
Upper Alton, ch., W. Lever- 
ett tr., 31; 

Michigan. 

Walker, Joseph Bullen 1; Ad- 
rian, ch. 2; Dowagiac, Mrs. « 
M. R. Vaun 1; 2 

Iowa. 

Monroe, Rev. Joshua Currier i 
25; Davenport, Ist ch. 12; 

Adel, ch. 3; Winterset, Jno. 
Leonard 5; ch. 1.75; Des- 
moines, J. C. Smith 4.75; 
Avon, ch. 1.30; Carlisle, ch. 

1.40; Hartford, ch. 2.50; 
Sandyville, a friend 35 cts.; 
Knoxville, ch. 3; per Rey, I. 
J. Stoddard, 23.05 


Mississippi. 
Miss. city, Rev. Sereno Taylor 
Cherokee Nation. 
Cherokee, ch., Miss. Soc., Mr. 
Toostoo tr., 
Nova Scotia. 
Ambherst, ch., for nat. assistants 
under direction of Rey. A.R. 
R. Crawley, Henthada, 
Canada East. 
Eaton, Dea. E. Alger 
Burmah. 
Maulmain Karen Mission, a few 
Karens 


84.01 


51.00 


60.05 


4.00 


20.00 


a 
40.00 


43.30 


6,036.44 


Legacies. 
Sedgewick, Me., Richard Allen, 
per D. Morgan jr., Exr., 30.00 
New Britain, Con., Truman 
Woodruff, in part, per W. 


Griswold,tr. State Convention, 762.13 792.13 


$6,828.57 
Total from April 1, 1858 to Feb. 28, 1859, 


$55,534.10. 


Donations in Goods. 
Malden, Ms., Ladies’ Sewing 
Circle, a package of clothing; 
for Mrs. M. B. Ingalls, Ran- 
goon, 
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